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■raqscneiMiwplytocniipraports 

BAGHDAD.(R)— Iraq has responded to reports of a July coup attempt 
• Preddent Sadriam' Hussein, fltBMsag 'tton as fabrication and 
broadcasting a television interview with an nffirre ft p* 

tbeleatJer. An sanoaaeer on Iraqi Television, in a bfiMught show called 
“People’s Talk” Sunday, read out a succession of foreign press r e p ort s 
saying a special, forces unit had dashed outside Baghdad with a 
Rcpobficra Guard m e di a nine d brigade led by an officer named Safari 
Mahmoud. The reports, quoting Iraqi c ages, said varioudy that 
Mahmoud had been billed in the dash or executed. *T find this allegation 
a serious affront to reputation,” an officer who identified himself, as 
Colonel Safari Mahmoud A1 Ghurair told viewers. Col. Mahmoud, who 
said he was c o mma nder of an anti-aircraft battery, said that when people 
teld them his name had been United abroad with reports of a coup a tt empt 
he did?n6t befieve them. ”1 thought they were joking,” be added. Iraqi 
newspapers on Monday featured details of die progr am me, which 
fodnded an interview with Culture and In for mati on Munster Hamed 
Yousef Himmaffi. -nMy.dKf not say whether the efitt Republican Guard 
bad ever bad a mechanised brigade officer named Sabri Mahmoud. Nor 
did they consent on the time lag between the reports and the screening 
■of the interview. i ■ ~i — ,» 
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Special edition on Friday 

THE JORDAN TIMES is pleased to announce that there wifi 
be a special issue of the newspaper on Friday, Sept. 25, on 
the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's return home 
following his successful surgery and recuperation abroad. 
The newspaper will be available for sale on newsstands as 
usual on that day. Those who wish to place advertisements 
in the special issue are advised to contact our advertising 
department at 667171, Ext. 223. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A Palestinian died Mon- 
day when a bomb be was alleged- 
ly trying to plant at a bos stop 
near a Jewish settiement in the 
occupied West Bank exploded, 
the army said. An army state- 
ment said that Rezek Nndani, 
from the village of T nhhan Shar- 
qiya sooth of Nablus, died while 
apparently attempting to plant 
the bomb near the Eli setttement. 
hi the occupied Gaza Strip Mon- 
day, Israeli troops shot and slight- 
ly wounded a Palestinian in Gaza 
City after he allegedly tried to 
- stab a soldier, the army said. The 
soldier was not hurt. 

Lebanese army 
to take over 
Bekaa bases 


RASHAYA, Lebanon (R) — 
Lebanese troops prepared Mon- 
day to take , over bases in Leba- 
non's Bekaa Valley used by Kur- 
dish and leftist Turkish guerrillas, 
security sources said. They said 
within 48 boors a Lebanese 
armoured force would enter a 
camp used by the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) and a nearby camp 
aS framed by Turkish leftist guerrillas 
' “ in tiie Halwa bills, about five 
kilometres west of the Syrian 
border. The PKK evacuated its 
base in the lulls in May after Syria 
told Ankara in April the PKK 
would be eje cted f rom the Bekaa 
Valley. The PKK cainp near die 
Village of Yanta was the group's 
main base in the Bekaa, a centre 
for Lebanese, Palestinian and 
other guerrilla groups since be- 
fore Lebanon's crvil war began in 
1975. 
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Sweden seeks retrial 
for3|alKed1nlraq 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden 
said Monday it was seeking a 
retrial for three Swedes sent- 
enced to seven years’ imprison- 
ment by a Baghdad court for 
illegally entering Iraq. Sweden 
insists that the three men, en- 
gineers working for telephone 
company Ericsson in Kuwait, 
strayed into Iraqi territory 
accidentally while on an inspec- 
tion assignment near the Iraqi 
border, we have instructed our 
Ambassador Jan Stahl to try to 
arrange a meeting with the Iraqi 
foreign minister to appeal against 
the sentences and seek a new 
trial,” foreign ministry spoke- 
woman Lisette Lindahl- Owns 
told Reuters. Sweden has pro- 
tested strongly to the Iraqi charge 
d’affaires in Stocholm against the 
sentences handed down Sunday. 


Bare French ‘yes’ brings 
EC relief, but row simmers 


Combined agency dispatches 

EUROPEAN LEADERS ap- 
plauded France's endorsement 
Sunday of the Emop&n unity 
treaty. “I breathed a sigh of 
relief,” said Italy's prime minis- 
ter. 

But leaders acknowledged the 
narrow margin of approval by 
French voters showed many 
obstacles remain on the road to 
unity. 

Even so, German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl predicted the vote 
would give “new impetus” to the 
drive for closer economic and 
political ties. He said he was 
confident the German parliament 
would ratify the treaty before 
year’s mid. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand, who had staked his pre- 
stige on the vote, thanked Maas- 
tricht Treaty supporters. 

“We have just lived through 
one of the most important days in 
the history of our country,” he 
said in a nationally broadcast 
address. 

Portuguese Prime Minister 
Anibal Cavaco Silva said the 
French re f eren d um result showed 


“the will of France to continue to 
be the mainstay of the construc- 
tion of Europe.” 

Luxembourg Foreign Minister 
Jacques Poos termed the French 
vote “a historic decision which 
wQl be most important for France 
itself and the continuation of the 
E uropean in tegration process.” 

A French rejection would have 
torpedoed the accord, - which ' 
commits the 12 European Com- 
munity (EC) members to forge 
closer onion. 

The treaty, signed by the- EC 
leaders in December, sets the EC 
states on the road to common 
~ foreign and defence policies and, 
by the end of the decade, a single 
currency. 

With French approval, the EC 
most focus its attention once 
again on Denmark, where voters 
narrowly said *no’ to die treaty in 
a June 2 referendum. Danish 
Prime Minister Foul Schloeter 
Sunday suggested a renegotiation 
of die treaty, something his 'EC 
colleagues have ruled out. 

Mr. Kohl and Mr. Mitterrand 
arranged a summit on short 
notice to assess the consequences 
of the re fe re ndu m in which their 


vision of Europe was rejected by 
49 per cent of the voters. 

Spokesmen for both leaders 
said tile meeting Tuesday in Paris 
would deal with need to make* the 
drive tow ar ds European union a 
more open, democratic process. 

Throughout Europe, politi- 
cians were relieved by that the 
treaty calling for closer union 
narrowly won approval in Sun- 
day's referendum. But there was 
widespread sentiment that the 
EC should reappraise its plans for 
forging a unified superpower that 
could rival the United States and 
Japan. 

The5J.3-per cent majority for 
the Maastricht Treaty was less 
than a resounding victory for Mr. 
Mitterrand, who would have 
faced pressure to resign if the 
* 00 ’ votes prevailed. 

Mr. Kohl said the outcome in 
the French referendum “dearly 
shows how many misunderstand- 
ings have arisen” about the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 

“It is important that all Ger- 
man citizens know drat this treaty 
wffl not lead to doing away with 
tiie identity of Germany, or Italy 
or France,” said Mr. Kohl, who 


says he is certain the German 
parliament will ratify the treaty 
after it opens debate next month. 

Irish voters ratified tire treaty 
June 18, and legislatures in 
Greece, Belgium, Italy, Luxem- 
bourg, Spain, the Netherlands 
and Portugal are at various stages 
m the approval process. Britain's 
parliament postponed a final vote 
until after the French referen- 
dum. 

World financial leaders pressed 
the United States Monday to 
raise its interest rates to help 
quell turbulence on currency 
markets rocked by a week of 
uncertainty over E u rope an unity. 

Leaders gathering for the 
annual meeting of the 170-natioa 
International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank were breathing 
easier after the French narrowly 
approved the treaty. And curren- 
cy markets were calm Monday in 
Europe and Asia. 

However, the IMF’s policy- 
making interim committee said 
more was needed to bring long- 
term stability. In a communique, 
it said “key countries need to 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rabin: Peace with Syria 
is possible in six months 
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TEHRAN (R) — Dozens of peo- 
ple battled wrecking crews trying 
to demolish illegal buildings in a 
poor suburb of Tehran Monday, 
setting fire to several cars, a 
witness said. “Clashes started in 
tag-the morning. The dty wants to 
-destroy the buildings and people' 
are resisting. They set -fire to 
several municipality cars and an 
earth mover,” a shopkeeper from 
the southern district of Yaftabad 
toU- Reuters. An official at the 
municipality's public relations 
bureau confirmed that “crowds 
a#e on the move” in Yaftabad. 
He said the district mayor had 
gone to the scene but had no 
details. “This is nothing new. For 
some time now we have been 
dealing with unauthorised build- 
ing? according to the law,” he 
said, using the official euphemism 
for knocking down booses with 
bulldozers. “Some people pursue 
illegitimate interests and the dty 
enforces legal regulations, so 
Ssuch incidents naturally occur,” 
be added. 

Kuwait, Iran tail to 
: sign accord 

. KUWAIT (AP) — Iranian Com- 
■ mcrcc Minuter Abdothossein 
Vahhaji left Kuwait Monday 
without signing a letter of under- 
standing with his Kuwaiti coun- 
terpart, although both sides 
. pledged further efforts to boost 
trade. Mr. Vahhaji and Kuwait’s 
minister tf commerce and indus- 
try, Abdullah A1 JaraHah, re- 
fused to comment cm the discus- 
dons. A member of the Iranian 
^delegation said the letter needs 
future work that might be com- 
pleted when the Kuwaiti minister 
visits Tehran at an unspecified 
date. 


TEL AVIV-' (Agencies-)- — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin told parliament Monday 
he hoped to make peace with 
Syria sooner than he first 
thought, perhaps in less than half 
a year. 

“I didn't expect any miracles 
and wonders. I said it would take 
between six months to a vear, and 
I hope that maybe we will 
succeed in a shorter period of 
time,” Mr. Rabin said. 

The prime minister made the 
statement as his supporters 
turned aside an effort by right 
wing lawmakers to hold a foil 
scale parliamentary debate about 
Mr. Rabin’s policies on ceding 
land in the Golan Heights to 
achieve peace with Syria. 

Israel and Syria were to resume 
negotiations in Washington later 
Monday. On Sunday, Pal e s tin ia n 
officials said the two sides are 
closer than thought to formally 
ending their state of war. 

Mr. Rabin has suggested Israel 
would be willing to cede at least 
part of the Golan Heights in a 
peace agreement. Syria has de- 
manded the return of the entire 
platean, which Israel declared 


"“arihexetF*" &T1981. : ’ ' : ^ 

The prime mimV w dismissed 
as premature demands to hold a 
full debate on the negotiations. 
He said that once he had an 
understanding with the Syrians,, 
he would present it to parliament 
for approval. 

Opposition lawmakers had cal- 
led parliament out of summer 
recess for the third time Monday 
to voice their protest to his peace 
policies. 

By an uncounted show of 
hands, parliament sent the debate 
to the defence and foreign affairs 
com m ittee where Mr. Rabin is to 
testify Tuesday in a dosed ses- 
sion. 

Outside parliament, hundreds 
of Golan settlers waved Israeli 
flags and carried placa 
“You don’t sell your 
and “The Golan today, the 
Galilee tomorrow.” 

Inside, hawkish legislators 
charged that Mr. Rabin de- 
frauded voters When he promised 
in the election campaign that 
Israel wifi “not go down” from 
the strategic plateau. 

“If you want to withdraw from 
the Golan, you must bold new 


elections,” demanded Benjamin 
Netanyahu of the right-wing 
Likud bloc. 

Mr. Netanyahu said any treaty 
based on international 
peacekeepers in a demilitarised 
Golan would not be reliable “be- 
cause here we are not talking 
about Kuwait, we are not talking 
about half the oil of the Saudi 
peninsula.” 

“The only liquid that wfll be 
spilled here is Jewish Mood, and 
tins liquid doesn't interest anyone 
besides ns,” Mr. Netanyahu said. 

Mr. Rabin said the debate was 
unnecessary now because Syria 
had not met Israeli conditions for 
dealing with the land issue — 
readiness to sign a full peace 
treaty. “Therefore, ' I see no 
reason to respond to all kinds of 
hypothetical theories,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin insisted Syria must 
commit itself to “full peace” be- 
fore Israel -would discuss return- 
ing the Golan Heights. 

Syria broke off the 11-montb- 
oM U.S.-brokered talks earlier 


(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. begins 
airlift of 
U.N. troops 
to Somalia 

MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Pakistani troops and their white 
armoured cars rolled off U.S. 
transport planes in Mogadishu 
Monday when a week-long airlift 
of U.N. troops to guard Somali 
famine relief operations got 
tinder way. 

A U.S. official said 46 troops 
and tonnes of hardware were, 
expected to arrive on three giant 
C-141 aircraft by the end of the 
day. Sixty of the 500 troops sent 
to Somalia arrived earlier tins 
month. 

• The planes unloaded at Moga- 
dishu's military airport where 
ageing Russian jet fighters lie 
rusting, for from the gangs of 
Somali gunmen who roam the 
vandalised dvflian terminal. 

Some residents feared tiie gun- 
men would disrupt tbe airlift but 
tiie US. official said; “We expect 
it to.be quiet. Nobody wants 
anything to go wrong while we 
are unloading these guys.” 

At dawn a dozen U.S. militaiy 
staff from a four-ship U.S. navy 
amphibious task force 50 
titometres offshore were helicop- 
tered to the rained dty to help 

(Coafiaaed on page 5) 


Mrs. Shbeilat challenges 
legality of security court; 
official shrugs off case 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe wife of de- 
tained Deputy Laith Shbeilat has 
filed a lawsuit with Jordan's 
Higher Court of Justice contest- 
ing the legality of the steps 
accompanying her husband's 
arrest and the constitutionality of 
the court of law that has been 
designated to hear his -case. 

Id filing the lawsuit last week, 
Ibrahim Bafcr, Mr. Shbeilat’s 
dnef lawyer, contested the deci- 
sion of tbe prime minister to form 
the State Security Court, winch 
wfll try Mr. Shbeilat and others 
on charges of possessing and 
transporting weapons. 

In his petition to the court, 
which <is equivalent to the Sup- 
reme Court in the U.S., Mr. Bakr 
contends that while the prime 
minister has the right to form the 
Security Court, tins prerogative 
must rest cm the existence of 
emergency circumstances war- 
ranting the formation of tins 
court. According to Mr. Bakr tins 
emergency situation does not ex- 
ist in tins case. 

A senior government official 
said Sunday feat the prime minis- 
ter was stffi preparing his reply to 
Mr. Bakr's charges. “In the 


meanwhile, however, and in prin- 
ciple. we do not think that tiie 
premier has taken any action that 
is challengeable before a court of 
law since it is within his powers to 
form the court.” It is also the 
prime minister, according to the 
'official, who decides whether 
there are special drcomstances 
warranting its formation. 

“Besides,” the senior official 
added ” the Higher Court of Jus- 
tire (foes not have the jurisdiction 
to adjudicate the issues since it is 
the Skate Security Court itself 
that may lode into tins issue. 

“As to the procedures followed 
in the arrest and investigation of 
Mr. ShbeQai, we do not think ft is 
for the Higher Court of Jiatipe to 
look into them, since these are 
jndfcbl matters that fall outside 
the purview of (the higher) 
court.” 

The official explained that it 
was the Higher Omit of Justice 
thaf has allowed all military 
courts, indudmgthe State Secur- 
ity Court, to deal with all 1 pro- 
cedural legal matters such as 
thdse used during investigations 
anti interrogations. 

.“Not all legal issues can be 
referred to the Higher Court of 

(Cotth wd on page 5) 


UAE to take 
island feud to 
international 
arbitration 

DUBAI (Agencies) — The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) plans- 
to take its dispute over three 
small but strategic Gulf islands to 
international arbitration, a senior 
adviser to the UAE president was 
quoted Monday as saying. 

“The UAE has decided to re- 
solve the dispute on the basis of... 
international law and by way of 
international bodies and the Un- 
ited Natfotis,” Mana Said A1 
■ Oteiba said in remarks published 
in the London-based Arabic daily 
A1 Sbarq A1 Awsat. 

He said this was outlined in 
tflih he had ip Damascus ia*t 
week with Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad, who is mediating in tiie 
row triggered by Iran’s virtual 
annexation of tbe island of Abu 
Musa. 

Dr. Oteiba, adviser to Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan, said tbe UAE bad not 
asked Syria to mediate in the 
dispute but to make dear to 
Tehran “the UAE’s rejection of 
Iran’s continued occupation of 
the three islands which are an 
inseparable part of the UAE.” 

Control of Abu Musa is shared 
by Iran and the UAE under an 
agreement concluded in 1971 
when the Shah of Iran invaded 
two other islands, the Greater 
ahd Lesser Tombs, that belonged 
to the UAE sheikhdoms of Ras 
A1 Khahnah. 

The UAE reasserted its dawn 
to tbe Tombs m March when Iran 
expelled foreigners working for 
the UAE government in Abu 
Musa. 

Iran cited security concerns for 
the measure that led to an exodus' 
of islanders unable' to cope with- 
out electricity, health and educa- 
tion services. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa had talks in 
Tehran Saturday with President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafranjani amid 
reports from Gulf diplomats of 
efforts to find a face-saving for- 
mula that wrOold allow Iran to. 
restore the status quo on ^bu 
Musa. 

The row has soured relations 
between Iran and, its Gulf Arab ' 
neighbours angered by its strong- 
arm tactics in Aba Musa. 

Tbe UAE president was doe to 
have talks with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosm Mubarak in Alexan- 
dria Monday before going to 
‘Damascus for talks mth Mr. 
Assad. He wiO also visit Saudi 
Arabia before retiming home. 

A Tehran newspaper has 
charged that Syria was too biased 
to mediate the dispute. 

The English-Language Tehran 
: Times -ex pr ess e d surp ri se in an 
editorial that Syria, winch has 
shied with the UAE in the dis- 
pute' would present itself as a 

(Conthned mi page 5) 
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Peace talks resume against backdrop 
of Arab disappointment so far 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 

Arab-Israefi peace talks resinned 
at the State Department on Mon- 
day after a three-day break. 

Last week's talks ended in dis- 
appointment for the Arab parties 
to talks because no progress was 
achieved in all trades and because 
the gap between the Arab and 
Israeli stands is still big despite all 
what was said that a thaw might 
take place in some tracks. 

In tbe Jordaman-Israeli track, 

-talks last week centred on ex- 
changing queries and proposals 
an certain articles in tire agenda 
on which no general agreement 
was reached so far. 

• Tbe talk* dealt with issues re- 
lated to disarmament, refugees 
and environment. Jordan reiter- 
ated its stands on these issues, 
particularly its position toward 
the issues of refugees who fled to 
Jordan in 1967 and to discuss it 
separately from the issue of re- 
fugees who fled in 1948 in accord- 
ance with international resolu- 
tions. 

Jordanian negotiators will ex- 
ert every possible effort in the last 
four sessions of this round to 
reach a common language with 
the Israeli side on issues under 
discussion at tiie negotiations, 
particularly those pertaining to 
reaching an agreement on the 

a gen da 

On the Palestinian trade, last 
week's meetings ended without 
pdrieving any progress in talks on 


arrangements for the transitional 
period and the interim govern- 
ment. 

Israeli leaders Sunday accused 
the Palestinians of stonewalling 
the talks. 

“Yon have people on the 
Palestinian delegation and out- 
side the delegation, in principle in 
Tunis, who are trying to block the 
negotiations,” Interior Minister 
Ary eh Deri said, describing the 
Israeli government view of the 
talks taking place in Washington. 

Mr. Deri was speaking to Israel 
Radio after Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin briefed Sunday's 
cabinet meeting on the peace 
talks. 

Tunis is the headquarters of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). where defecates 
Saeb Erekat and Gfaassan Khatib 
are currently consulting with the 
PLO leaderahip. 

Israeli leaders have complained 
that tbe Palestinians were ignor- 
ing the “moderation” in their 
stance since a new, more dovish 
government was elected in June. 
Palestinians counter that the 
atmosphere at the talks has in- 
deed improved, but that so far 
the Israelis hare not made sub- 
stantive concessions. 

The socialist daily A1 Hanrish- 
mar reported Sunday Israel was 
offering the Palestinians consulta- 
tie powers' for tbe first time on 
foreign affairs and defence issues 
during the autonomy, although 


principal decision-making powers 
would remain with the Israelis. 

Tbe document spelled ont for 
tbe first time that a Palestinian 
administrative council to be set 
up during an interim period of 
autonomy would be answerable 
only to its electorate, and not to 
Israeli authorities, Che newspaper 
said. . 

Saeb Erekat rejected most of 
the new Israeli proposals as not 
going far enough, Al Hamishmar 
said. 

Also Sunday, Israeli right-wing 
parties consolidated into a “one 
Israel** movement to lobby for 
the toppling of Mr. Rabin’s gov- 
ernment and prevent the relin- 
quishing of territory for peace. 

Likud legislator Arid Sharon, 
speaking on Israeli Television, 
said be would lead die battle 
against territorial compromise 
‘in parliament, in tbe settle- 
ments, in the classrooms, in the 
workplace, in Israel, outside 
Israel among diaspora Jewry.” 

Mr. Rabin told tbe cabinet that 
be saw Syria's threatened walk- 
out from bilateral talks last week 
as an unsuccessful premeditated 
attempt to bring about American 
intervention into the talks, Israel 
Radio reported. 

Israel rejects further American 
involvement in the talks. 

The Syrians had complained 
last week that tbe Israelis have 
not yet outlined an Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan Heights. 
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Rabin’s tightrope could be fraying 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yiunak Rabin 
has been walking a tightrope 
between nurturing Arab- 
Israeli peace talks and prevent- 
ing protests by Jewish settlers 
in the occupied territories since 
he took office in July. 

Two months into his govern- 
ment's tenure there are signs 
the rope is beginning to fray. 

Jewish settlers, at first in 
disarray over curbs on building 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Ga£p Strip, say Mr. Rabin's 
offer this month to trade part 
of the Golan Heights for peace 
with Syria has given them a 
focus. Hundreds demonstrated 
outside parliament on Monday 
as Mr. Rabin defended his 
policy to legislators. 

And Palestinians, Syrians, 
Lebanese and Jordanians, who 
began a sixth round of peace 
talks with Israel in Washington 
last month on an upbeat, now 
say Mr. Rabin is the same as 
his predecessor Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, who refused to cede an 
inch of land. 

Mr. Rabin, whose Labour 
Party favours trading -some 
land for peace, won a June 
election vowing to accelerate 
the peace talks while standing 
tough on Israel's “security.” 


Mr. Rabin froze building of 

6.000 planned housing units in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
halted land allocation, ended 
mortgage grants in many areas, 
and told a committee to recom- 
mend frnther benefit cuts. 

But be allowed another 

11.000 units under construc- 
tion to be completed and ex- 
empted some areas from build- 
ing restrictions. In tbe Golan 
Heights, another 1,700 units 
are being built. Mr. Rabin said 
he would not “dry up” existing 
Jewish settlements, 

'There is an attempt to walk 
a thin line ■ — not to go so far 
that the settlers will be pushed 
to mass protest,” said Joseph 
Alpher, deputy head of the 
Janee Centre for Strategic Stu- 
dies. 

Eran Hayet. spokesman for 
Israel’s Peace Now movement, 
says Mr. Rabin should not 
have tried to “play a double 
game... we think this govern- 
ment has the credibility to take 
more severe measures (against 
settlement).” 

He said Mr. Rabin's comple- 
tion of 11,000 homes could add 

50.000 Jews to the- occupied 
territories despite expectations 
that slashing benefits will dis- 


courage settlements. 

Settlers say far fewer Jews 
have bought houses since Mr. 
Rabin took power. From July 
through Sept. 1 they say only 
296 were sold compared to 
2,300 in die three months be- 
fore Mr. Rabin was elected. 

“But completing units in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip will 
cause... pressure (to sell 
them),” Mr. Hayet said. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Government officials say 
construction continued be- 
cause of legal obligations to 
builders. By contract, the gov- 
ernment must buy unsold 
homes and officials do not say 
what wil] become ‘of* them. 

-The Arabs have not been 
satisfied with Mr. Rabin's 
statements or his settlement 
curbs.- 

Mr. Rabin apparently envi- 
sions only minor changes on 
the Golan frontiers. He backs 
limited Palestinian self-rule 
but is opposed to a state. 

The impasse caused Syria to 
warn last week that the peace 
talks could collapse. 


If Arabs are angry at Mr. 
Rabm for not wanting to re- 
turn all their land, settlers fear 
that is exactly what Mr. Rabin 
intends to do. 

Mr. Rabin made dear when 
seeking election he was ready 
for “territorial compro mi se” 
— at least on tee Golan — but 
he also spoke of protecting 
existing settlements housing 
die 115,000 Jews living among 
1.75 million Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“You can't believe' and trust 
him. All you have to do is look 
to tbe Golan Heights, He said 
he’d keep it, then he turns 
around and says there can be 
- concessions,” settler spokes- 
man Bob Lang said. 

”1 think pan of his strategy 
was divide aftd conquer. When 
"• they divide yon sometimes it 
takes time to regroup,” be 
said. 

Mr. Lang said dm Golan 
issue has given settlers a focus 
and caused many of the 15,000 
Israelis on the Golan to sup- 
port settlement in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

As a result, a protest against 
rMrl Rabin by 30,000 to 40,000 
people was being planned for 
tbe coming weeks in Tel Aviv, 
he said. 


Fahd orders speedy reforms 


DUBAI (R) — King Fahd has 
ordered quick implementation of 
reforms that would give Saudis 
constitutional guarantees and 
their first say in running the 
country that celebrates its 60th 
anniversary Wednesday. 

Tbe official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy (SPA) said the monarch on 
S’mday met senior princes and 
members of die committee that 
drafted tbe “basic law,” a kind of 
constitution that will govern tbe 
kingdom alongside foe Islamic 
code. 

He ordered the committee 
chaired by his brother. Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef, to meet 
Sunday to start adapting current 
laws and procedures to the re- 
quirements of the new basic law 
that guarantees some personal 
freedoms and security from arbit- 
rary search and arrest. 

King Fahd “underlined the im- 
portance of these measures that 
are based on Islamic principles" 
and spoke of the “necessity of 
implementing them as'seOn as 
possible... and adapting 1 •existing 
-regulations in tine With* fob basic 
law,” SPA said. 

The long also swore in former 
Justice Minister Sheikh Moham- 
mad Ben Ibrahim Ben Jubeir as 
the first speaker of the 60- 
member Shura (consultative) 
council. 

The king announced foe re- 
forms and the creation of tbe 
appointed council and similar 
provincial assemblies on March 1 


bnt only foe speaker has so far 
been named. 

Tbe Shura gives Saudis outside 
foe royal family their first formal 
say in state affairs since King 
Fahd’s father King Abdul Aziz 
created the kingdom and named 
it after bis family on Sept 23. 
1932. 

He united the disparate tribes 
of the central Arabian Peninsula 
by forging alliances with those 
willing to cooperate with him and 
forcibly taking over the rest. 

The reforms, long sought by 
liberals in the kingdom, were first 
promised 20 years ago. 

Diplomats say the Gulf war 
with Iraq that brought hundreds 
of thousands of Americans and 
other non-Muslims to Saadi Ara- 
bia ended its sense of isolation as 
a conservative and largely 
inward-looking Muslim kingdom. 

It accelerated the reform pro- 
cess bnt tbe country’s rulers re- 
main extremely cautions,, tljtey 
j&tjjied. ' ■ ' ’ ‘ ' 

The reforms fall far short of 
Western concepts, of -democracy 
and freedom but some see diem 
as an important first step in a 
gradual modernisation process. 

Rumours are rife on who will 
be appointed to the Shura but 
even those who repeat them 
admit they are mere speculation. 

Some think that to give it 
greater credibility, moderates 
among both liberals and Islamic 
fundamentalists are likely to be 
included. 
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Bishop Naim Nassar, head of the Evangalical 
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Church Council 
together with the church counsellor and parishoners 
in Jordan and the West Bank, present their alle- 
giance and loyalty to the Hashemite Throne, and the 
government of 

Prime Minister Sarif Zeid Ben Shaker 

and appreciation to the minister of interior, the 
Amman governor and his assistants, the governor of 
Jerusalem, the director of the Public Security Depart- 
ment and policemen and bishops of local churches 
in the two banks of Jordan who supported us in our 
ordeal, helped us to reestablish justice and the 
church’s legitimacy and assisted us to perform mass 
and religious rites at the Lutheran Church in Urn Al 
Summaq district. 

This word of t^.r» : :- • ,r om the heart for ali 

people under the reign ui 

His Majesty King Hussein Bin Talal 

and 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 

and the government. 


Algerian leader vows 
return to democracy 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian bead 
of state Ali Kafi Sunday called for 
respite from the violence which 
has shaken the country and prom- 
ised to work for a return to 
democracy. 

“Our wish is to bring out, from 
everybody, foe sincere will to 
forge a national consensus giving 
foe country a vital breathing 
space to emerge from foe crisis,” 
he said. 

But Mr. Kafi, in his first public 
address since taking office in 
July, emphasised there would be 
no letup in foe fight against fun- 
damentalist violence even while 
the presidency and government 
worked to lay the basis for a 
democratic system. 

“The determination to ensure 
security and guarantee peace for 
our citizens in no way deflects the 
high. council of state (collective 
presidency) from its dejir^to 
. bring about favourable conditions . 
'for setting tip a democrij^ic 
■systeni." 

Last January foe Algerian au- 
thorities cancelled a general elec- 
tion in which the fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) had 
taken a commanding lead. 

Widespread violence erupted, 
a state of emergency was imposed 
and the FIS was banned. Since 
then about 130 members of foe 
security forces have been 
ambushed and killed. 

The authorities imposed max- 
imum Security for Mr. Kafi's 
speech, delivered to officials and 
reporters at the Club des Pins, a 
complex on the coast 20 
kilometres from the presidency. 

Mr. Kafi's predecessor, 
Mohammad Boudiaf, was assas- 
sinated during a public speech in 
June. 

Armoured vehicles of foe par- 
military gendarmerie guarded 
roads to tbe complex and a 
warship lay off the coast, 200 


India to punish chemical 
firm over sale to Syria 


metres from where Mr. Kafi 
spoke. 

“Our fight against violence, 
terrorism, corruption and 
plundering is nothing other than 
foe defence of Islam and its noble 
values,” he said, referring to fun- 
damentalists demanding an Isla- 
mic state and trying to undermine 
foe government's Islamic creden- 
tials. 

He pledged harsh new laws to 
combat political violence and cor- 
ruption but said these would not 
prevent political activity, free- 
dom of expression or fun- 
damental liberties. 

Despite-his appeal to all Alge- 
rians to join in consensus, be raid 
bluntly: “We refuse all debate 
with those whn persist .in terror- 
ism and sabotage or call for mur- 
der. The same applies to those 
who', by their behaviour, state- 
ments, or. political, and financial 
support, iehpririn J 

Speaking of foe crisis in the 
dcfcply endebted country, Mr. 
Kafi said the priorities were to j 
guarantee a return to political ' 
stability, relaunch foe economy 
and resolve the social problems of 
unemployment, training, living 
conditions and public health. 

He echoed foe prromise of 
austerity ahead contained in a 
new government programme out- - 
lined at the weekend. “The radic- 
al solution to the economic prob- 
lem and a definitive resolution of 
foe debt must come through 
rigorous austerity and fair divi- 
sion. 

“This austerity must be 
accepted for a limited period so 
foe crisis does not worsen and 
become insoluble, mortgaging 
flic future of our children.” 

He gave no date for fresh 
elections but said a democratic 
system was the only way to 
guarantee tbe people’s freedom 
. of choice, protect human rights. 


NEW DELHI (R) — The gov- 
ernment witi prosecute an Indian 
firm which exported nerve gas 
chemicals to Syria without au- 
thorisation, Indian officials, said 
Monday. 

“It is seriously embarrassing 
when your own company violates 
your laws,” a Foreign Ministry 
official told Renters. The sale was 
illegal. It shouldn’t go un- 
punished.” 

The Bombay-based United 
Phosphorus Company had con- 
tracted to sell 90 tonnes of 
trimetbyl phosphite to Syriam 
two consignments, the New York 
Times said on Monday. It said 
U.S. intelligence officials disco- 
vered foe second half of foe cargo 
in August aboard a German ship. 

The chemical can be used to 
make pesticides but is also an 
ingredient for nerve gas. 

The newspaper, quoting U.S. 
administration officials, said the 
United Stales had protested to 
India over the exports to Syria, 
raying they had undercut 
Washington's efforts to stem the 
spread of chemical weapons. 

Tbe New York Times said U.S. 
officials, conducting that the ship- 
ment to Syria in July was in- 
tended for its chemical weapons, 
programme, alerted German au- 
thorities who had the chemicals 
sent back to India. 

Rajn Shroff, chairman of Un- 
ited Pbosporns, told -Reuters .his 
firm was now trying to sell tbe 
45-tonne cargo to Taiwan. 

He said the chemical was still 
aboard tbe German Senator, af- 
ter the ship was unable to offload 
it in Cyprus in August following 
the U.S. intelligence tip-off. 

Mr. Shroff said be did not 
where the ship was at present 

Indian customs officials said 
the trixnethyl phosphite cargo was 
on their banned list and had been 
exported illegally. “It would be 
confiscated, that’s the first thing 
well do,” one said. 


The Indian Foreign Ministry 
official said a sale of dual-use 
chemicals required authorisation 
-from several government depart- 
ments, 

“We have to seek an end-user 
certificate and other similar safe- 
guards before a deal is autho- 
rised. This one didn’t have any 
clearance at all,” said the official, 
who requested anonymity. 

But Mr. Shroff said the official 
ban on the export of the con- 
troversial chemical came only af- 
ter his company bad signed its 
contract with Syria in July. > 

“It was not liked as a banned 
item in April. The roles changed 
some time in July. Not even 
customs knew about the rules,” 
Mr. Shroff said. 

He said senior government 
officials were due to meet the 
heads of Indian chemical manu- 
facturing firms this week to 
evolve a policy on safe exports. 

“India produces cheap and 
good-quality chemicals which 
have a big market. I think we 
need to sit down and discuss how 
we can do business without 
offending any law,” Mr. Shroff 

oiH ' 

The New York Times said the 
Indian sale to Syria indicated that 
.Damascus, which already has a 
sizeable chemical arsenal, was 
committed to expanding its stocks 
of poison gas. 

It said earlier shipments of 
Tnrfi«w chemicals to Iraq and Iran 
had- also caused concern in 
. Washington. 

: Bat Indian officials said other 
countries, including the United 
States, were illegally exporting 
chemicals. 

“There have been instances of 
laws befog violated by U.S. firms 
too,, despite the best efforts of 
their gover nm ent. The Swiss and 
the Germans have had similar 
problems in tbe Middle East,” 
foe Foreign Ministry official 
raid. 


Iraqi minister predicts 
post-sanctions boom 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq]* fi- 
nance minister said in an inter- 
view published Monday foe U.N. 
trade blockade had helped reduce 
the co un tr y’ s reliance on oil and 
predicted a post-sanctions export 

boom. - ' ” ■ 

.. Ahmad Hussein, Al Ipradurt^ 
'til .'tetitarifc. by tite^TmgiSb&n^ 
guage Baghdad Observer, said 
tiie Iraqi dinar would one day 
become a major Middle East 
currency again and Iraq stood by 
its officially declared value of 
$3.20. 

The Finance Ministry, he 
added, would take measures to 
enhance die value of the dinar, 
which has slumped to about 30 to 
foe dollar on the black market. 

“As President Saddam Hussein 
said, oil is part of Iraq’s wealth 
but not all of it,” Mr. Khudayer 
said. “Iraq has acquired exper- 
tise, part of it is yet unseen. As 
soon as the embargo ends or 
wears out it will start to assert 
itself.” L , 

Iraq, which has the wood’s 
second largest proven oil resetyps 
after Saudi Arabia, imported 
more than 70 per cent of its food 
before tiie Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Khudayer said the trade 
blockade, imposed shortly after 
Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 


Kuwait, was helping the country 
move to w ards skf-suffkiency in 
agricultural products and in fod- 
stiy and technology. 

“Iraq possesses a huge wealth 
of mineral resources mat form 
tiie basirforeolussa! export: in- 
dustries PU* fo a 

matteiipfoa fewjycsbs ^oaottgdhc 
very few 1 countries with a fog 
surplus in the trade balance.” 

. This, he said, would help the 
Iraqi dinar “assume a pivotal 
position among Middle Eastern 

countries.” 

IBs ministry, he added, was 
taking measures that “would en- 
hance tbe Iraqi efipar even under 
ament circumstances.” 

As part of Iraq’s seff-suffiriea- 
cy drive, state newspapers said 
President Saddam’s son-in-law 
and industry advisor Hussein 
Kamil Hassan had opened Iraq's 
first sewing machine factory m 
Qar&aayah department south of 
Ba ghdad . 

Four versions of the 3,000- 
stiteb-armfoute Farah (happiness) 
electric sewing- machine .were on 
display. 

‘The sewing machine is tbe 
outcome of pure Iraqi knowhow 
as far as design and manufacture 
are concerned,” the Baghdad 
Observer said. 


Schwarzkopf says Washington pressed for early land war 


NEW YORK (R) — Hawks with 
John Wayne and Rambo-type 
mentalities in President ' George 
Bush’s administration pressed for 
an early ground offensive during 
last year’s Gulf war, the allied 
military commander. General 
Norman Schwarzkopf, asserts in 
a new book about tbe conflict. 

Tbe U.S. army general criti- 
cised Washington dvifians who 
be said tried to advance the date 
of the land war after Moscow 
launched a diplomatic effort that 
would have enabled Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein to with- 


draw his fo rces from Kuwait. 

“The increasing pressure to 
launch the ground war early was 
-making me crazy," Gen. 
Schwarzkopf wrote in ins book 
titled ‘It Doesn’t Take a Hero,” 
expected to be published next 
month. 

Excerpts from the book, which 
was co-written with a professional 
writer, have been leaked to milit- 
ary officials and were printed in 
Sunday’s New York Times. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf, who guided 
Uir.-led forces that ended Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait, did not 


name the hawks who angered 
him, but the New York Tones 
said it was dear he was referring 
to Brent Scowcroft, Mr. Bush’s 
national security adviser, add 
Robert Gates, Mr. Scowao f fs 
deputy who now beads the CIA. 

“There had to be a contingent 
of hawks in Washington who did 
not want to stop until we’d 
punished Saddam,” wrote Gen. 


“We’d been bombing Iraq for 
more than a month, but that 
wasn’t good enough. These were 
guys who had seen John Wayne 


in ‘the Green Berets,’ they’d 
seen Rambo, they’d seen ‘Patton’ 
and it was very easy for them to 
pound their desks and say: ‘By 
God, we’ve got to go in there ... 
gotta parish that son of a bitch.*” 

“Of course, none of them was 
going to get shot at,” wrote Gen. 
SdiwaizkopL 

The New York Times said tbe 
general’s criticism of the National 
Security Conncri and White 
House hawks challenges the 
administration's assertion that it 
took a hands-off approach to tbe 
mititaiys conduct of tbe war. 
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Ban’s official news agency said Sunday. Tehran will host tbe 
executive committee meeting and the general assembly of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Exchange of Goods 
on Nov. 16-19, said foe Mamie Republic News Agency (ERNA). 
The chamber of commerce is affiliated with me 43-member 
Organisation of Idanric Conference. IRNA said Iran had proposed 
inrinqg die Muslim former Soviet Central Asian republics to the 
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U.S. congressman urges wider suffrage fn 
Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — A visiting U.S. congressman, speaking during the 
ratwraiVn for parfiamenlary elections in Kuwait on OcL 5, said on 
Sanaay he beneved K u w ai t wou ld benefit from letting more people 
vote, it makes sense not to have a narrow electoral base, whether 
it’s in Kuwait or any other country,” Represenative John Nfiflex, a 
Republican from Washington state, told a news conference. “Tm. 
sympathetic to grp a n di ng snffrag e and I think any nation that has 
democratic aspirations as Kuwait does should be looking towards 


cage,”- be added. Qtjfy 81,000 voters are registered 
out of a population of some 600,000 nationals. Tbei 


to cart ballots, oat of a popular 
electorate » confined 'to men a 
roots in Kuwait before 1920*. 
candidates. Mr. Miners taking 


3f some 600,000 nationals. Tbei 
21 or over who can trace their j 
qien cannot .vote or stand 88 
‘ m seminars on election issues. 


Dolphin mum gives birth — In hospital 

TEL AVIV (AP)-r The first of six British women who had hoped 
to give forth among dolphins in die Red Sea delivered a baby boy at 
an Eilat hospital instead, a doctor said Sunday. The women's 
dehveiy plans were cancelled after Israel’s health ministry rated 
they could not give birth in an unticensed facility. The women then 
agreed to deliver in small plastic pools at Eilat’s Yoseftal hospital. 
Dr. EUan Lacfaroan, head of Yoseftal’s obstetrics and gynecology 
want, said the woman gave forth Saturday night with foe help of 
forc^ dire to foe baity’s “relativetyhravywcitglft compared to the 
mother’s measurements.” Jane McShane, a spokeswoman at 
Eilat’s dolphin reef where the women had been readying for birth, j 
confirmed Michelle Hooper had a baby boy. Tbe women -had 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 25. Aqaba 32. Humidity readings; 
Amman 54 per cent, Aqaba 30 per 
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Maijali, European team 
discuss peace process 


* 

•5S 


Washington (Petra) — 

Caicf Jordanian negotiator at the 
saddle East Peace talk* Abdul 
S&laoi Majali met Monday m 
Washington with. a delegation 
representing the European 
Troica in the presence of several 
members of the Jordanian nego~ 
pa ring tap, ' 

■Jpr- Majali, who briefed the 
iplegatiop on the peace process, 
said the Trcnca team stressed 
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ton of &N, Security Council 
resolutions c 242 and 338 and 
Affirmed- their opposition to 
Israeli settlements activities in the 
occupied Arab territories as fltteg- 
afc / 

1 Jordan, meanwhile, has called 
pa all states of the region, mdnd- 
mg Israel; to join a treaty regulat- 
big the proliferation of Dodeat 
weapons in the area. 

■ Head of the Jor danian delega- 
tion to ■ the arms control and 
working group nn^n^ 
1 Touqan demanded that 


■Israel’s nuclear facilities be 
placed under international super- 
vision. 

The wring group on arm? 
control and security, ended, its 
meetings in Moscow on SepL 17. 

Mr. Touqan told JorrianifiJevi- 
sknr Monday that the meeting 
d is c us sed working papers from 
the U.S., die E uro pe an Com- 
munity, India and Russia. 

He said delegations to the talks 
also held a closed meeting to 
<&sags issues related to the pro- 
hferatkm of weapons of ma«t 
destruction in the Middle Byf 

The Moscow meeting, Mr. 
Tonqan said, also discussed 
confideace-baildmg measures be- 
tween Arab countries and Israel 
and means of controlling die 
spread of conventional arms ip 
the area. . 

Mr. Touqan said that there was 
a “basic connection between the 
bilateral and multilateral *»iv« 

and that progress in one would be 
positively reflected on dm other.” 


Jordan to attend health meeting 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
taking part in the 17th meeting of 
the Arab Health Ministers Coun- 
«J due. to open at the Arab 
League headquarters in Cairo at 
die end of tins month. 

" .The meeting is to help bolster 
cooperation among Arab - coun- 
tries in health services, according 
(o Health Minister Aref Batameb 
who will head the Jordanian de- 
legation to the meeting. 

/Dr. Bataineh said that the 
health ministers win rf fa e ws a 
pan-Arab strategy on health de- 
velopment, health contritions in 
the occupied Arab territories, 
and a pan-Arab fond for health 
development, among other 
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; . The two-day meeting will also 
ffisenss means of combating drugs 
and alcoholism in cooperation 


with the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) in addition to metric- 
al cooperation among Arab coun- 
tries, the «"«« >*«■ said. 

Dr. Bataineh wiD also lead a 
Jordanian delegation to the 38th 
meeting of a WHO regional com- 
mit tee doe to be held in Alexan- 
dria following the Arab health 
ministers meeting in Cairo. 

In the five-day Alexandria 
meeting, participants will dfafaiss 
an annual WHO report on the 
health conditions within the 
Mediterranean zone and other 
important issues Hke co m b ati ng 
AIDS, Dr. Batameb sakL 

He said that the regional meet- 
ing will group repre se ntatives of 
Arab countries in addition to 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran and 
Cyprus. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 
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: Regent congratulates Mall . 

; -AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 

■ 'the Regent, Monday rent a cable to Mali President Amadou 
; ^Tomijam Toure congratulating him on his ponn try’s, national (fay. 

; -'Prince* Hassan wished Mr. Toure good health and 1 happiness and 
MaK peopl^'furtiier pro£ftssand prosperity. k 

4^ to Ira 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under the patronage of IBs Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein, the first Jordanian astronomy 
'-conference will be opened at the U ni ver si ty of Jordan (UJ) Sept. 
•26. The three-day conference, which is orga ni sed by the Jorda- 
.man- Astronomy Amateurs Society, in cooperation with the 
'-University’s Physics Department, will discuss a total of SO 

■ researches in three separate tracks. Chairman of the Physics 
.Department said working papers to be presented at the conver- 
gence will tackle topics such as the influence of technology on the 
'development of space and astronomy sciences, Islamic heritage 
■'and Its influence on contemporary sciences. 

-House committee meets farmers 

1+ 

‘AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Partiameafs agricul- 
ture committee held a meeting Monday with a delegation 
.representing the northern badia region and the Mafraq Governo- 
jjate farmers. Committee Chairman Nader Thuhcirat said the 
^meeting discussed a memorandum present ed by Deputy Moham- 
v “mad A1 Mn’ar’ar on the requirements and needs of tanners in the 
two areas. Mr. Thubeirat said the demands of the fanners 
included preparing a constant agricultural policy and patterns 
based on the needs of the Jordanian market and other markets 
.open to Jordanian products. The demands also included extend- 
ing urgent loans to farmers so as to enable them to* meet thdr 
^financial commitments, he said. He added that the farmers called 
^for speeding up work on the tomato paste plant in Mafraq and 
"increasing me number of the farmers’ representatives at the 
.^Higher Council of Agriculture. 

iSc/ence festival opens 

‘‘ AMMAN (Petra) — The third scientific festivalof the U niversity 
■of Jordan’s Faculty of Science was opened Sunday in the presence 
jof University President Fawzi Gtiaraibeh, members of the 
Teaching staff and students from tire faculty. The two-week 
-festival includes exhibitions of computers, books, stationery and 
'laboratory materials, in addition to video shows and lectures. The 
- festival is organised to welcome new students at the university. A 
^total of 3,961 students were admitted to the university tins 
‘’academic year, which started Saturday. 

-Committee discusses distribution of aid 

_AMMAN (Petra) — A committee entrusted with collecting 
donations for poor famifies as part of Jordan Vcelebratkms of His 
' Mhjesty King Hussein’s return home following a successful 
surgery be underwent last month held a meeting Monday under 
the chairmanship of Justice Minister and Acting Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Munster Yousef Mubaideen. The committee 
discussed means of di stri b utin g sugar, rice, tea, fat, milk and soap 
to tbemeedy in all parts of Jordan through its sob-committees in 
the govern orates. The committee, which was. formed in response 
to a call by His Majesty King Hussein, was stiO receiving 
donations bran Jordanian firms and citizens. 

Workshop to discuss unemployment 

AMMAN (Petra) — A specialised workshop wiD be held 
Wednesday at the International Studies Centre at the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) to <£scuss a study prepared by the centre 
06 unemployment in Jordan. Specialists from the public and 
private sectors will participate in the workshop. Director of the 
study project Mohammad Anrirah said the study deals with the 
demographic, sodal and economic aspects of nnemptoyment. The 
study, he added, also deals with the causes of unemployment in 
the Kingdom and projections 'about unemployment is 1995. 

Committee on returnees hold meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — A committee entrusted with following op 
and studying c omp ensation to be paid to Jordanian expatriates 
who returned borne from Kuwait in dm wake of the Gulf crisis 
met Monday under- its chairman. Labour Minister Abdnl Karim 
Al Kabariti, in the presence of Jack Smgal, an expert from the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO). The committee was 
informed at the meeting of an announcement by the chairman ot 
the U.N: Repatriation Committee on special ar r angem ents to 
‘ register compensation applications by indmduab and companies. 


Syrian 

minister 

arrives in 
Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — Syrian 
Minister of Communications 
Mohammad Radw&n Martini ar- 
rived here Monday at the head of 
an official delegation for a three 
day visit to Ionian. 

The mini s ter is expected to 
discuss means of farther bolster- 
ing Jonfamas-Syrian cooperation 
m communications and to sign an 
agreement on linking Syriaa- 
' Jordanian telecommunications 
networks. 

In a statement upon arriving at 

the border post of of Ramtna, 
Mr. Martini said that his visit was 
in the coarse of ongoing efforts to 
bolster cooperation between Jor- 
dan and Syria in various fields. 
The talks he said, are a foDow-up 
to those started in Amman last 
May and are expected to end wxtir 
the signing of tne ag reem ent that 
would open the way for farther 
facilitat in g c ommun ications be- 
tween the two neighbouring 
countries. 

Minister of Post and Com- 
munications Jamal Santireh and 
other officials were at the 
Ramtba bonier post to w elcome 
the Syrian delegation. 


Water talks made little 
headway — delegate says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Talks on 
Middle East water disputes held 
by an international working 
group in Washington last week 
aid not reach concrete and prac- 
tical results, and the substantial 
issues reman unresolved, head of 
die Palestinian team to the talks 
said Monday. 

Dr. Riad Al Busan said that 
the meeting, which was attended 
by Arab delegations and repre- 
sentatives from Canada, Turkey, 
the U.S., Belgians the Netfacr- 
lands, Germany and international 
organisations discussed mere 

academic and technical aspects of 

the water situation in the region 
bat (fid not drive into substance. 

Speaking shortly before return- 
ing to the occupied Arab territory 
lev Mr. Hasan -said that the 
iwfftjtig agreed that fiarmda con- 
duct a survey of modem technol- 
ogy that could be employed in 
developing the region’s wafer re- 
sources, and that Japan and the 
European Community (EC) na- 
tions a yidntf feasibility studies 
on desalinating sea water for the 
benefit of the countries of the' 


“The meeting (fid not reach 
any agreement on regional coop- 
eration in water affairs despite 
Israel’s insistence on such agree- 


ment,” Mr. Hnsari said. 

For the Palestinians, do prog- 
ress can be achieved in the ques- 
tion of water or other aspects of 
the multilateral phase of the 
peace process unless there is real 
.progress in the bflateral negotia- 
tions, he said. 

Mr. Hnsari said that Palesti- 
nians insist that they have com- 
plete control over Palestinian 
land with full sovereignty over 
the surface and underground re- 
sources inctuding water. 

He said the Israeli delegation 
“teems to be carrying ideas simi- 
lar to those presented at the 
earlier meetings.” ’ 

Mr. Hnsari said that the 
Palestinian delegation to the 
meeting demanded that Israel 
pay tiie Palestinians compensa- 
tions for an estimated 500 million 
cubic metres of water it M has so 
for stolen from the occupied West 
Bank and 20 million cubic metres 
from the Gaza Strip.” 

He pointed out that while 
“stealing the Arab water re- 
sources, the Israelis have been 
rationing water to Palestinians in 
the occupied ter ri t o ries causing 
SO much riaroagf. artri to the 

Arab farmlands and the Palesti- 
nian economy. » 


Ensour criticises insurance system 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdullah En- 
sour Monday opened a one-day 
seminar on maritime insurance 
and said that foreign insurance 
.companies were pocketing most 
of the pre mium s paid by local 
businesses and firms and return- 
ing very Httle m compensation for 


Available figures about last 
year’s operations showed that a 
total of JD1 0,485,880 were col- 
lected in maritime insurance prc- 
nuums from Jordanian firms, up 
from JD7.934JS17 in 1990. 



Ahdnttah Ensoar 


He also voiced the govern- 
ment's hope that those involved 
in insurance and shipping 
businesses will find a way to 
increase their reliance on contain- 
er and bulk shipping and that 
Jordan bound goods be trans- 
ported on board modern vessel 
with the aim of reducing losses or 
damage. 

Another key speaker at the 
seminar was Mr. Mohammad 
Asfour, chairman of the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce and bead of the 
national committee, who said 
that the post-Gulf war era has 
whnessed noiperous commercial 
and maritime shipping problems. 


Jordanian merchants' lack of 
knowledge about maritime inojr- 


Dr. Ensour said that oat off 
total of JD3,746,Q54 paid in com- 
pensation for losses for damaged 

goods, only jd483,154 actually Jordan in the early 1940s while 

reached the insured Jordanian Jordanian insurance firms t ^ 

firms - . emerged in the eariy 1950s, the ance has proven very costly," said 

The minigtttr said most of the nimster said at the opening ses- Mr. Asfour. 
prenam paid for maritime iosur- ^on of the seminar, organised by . Jordan papers at the seminaf 
ance benefited foreign insurance Jordan’s National committee of «tocussed concepts and conditions 

the International Chamber of “ maritime insurance in war and 
Commerce in cooperation with 
the Federation of Jordanian In- 
surance Companies. 


once benefited foreign insurance 
companies which conduct what is 
called re-insurance business. lit- 
tle is left of the Jordanian insur- 
ance companies, he said. 

Maritime insurance. Dr. 


peace times. 

According ro Mr. Asfour, the 
national committee was planning 
another seminar to deal with 
maritime frauds to acquaint 


— «... The minister expressed hope tuaiiiiuiif itauua iv auijuciiiii 

Ensour said, remains the comer- that participants in the seminar Jordanian importers with various 
stone in international insurance will reach a decision arranging maritime shipping risks and insur- 
business as most of the goods are maritime insurance policies and ance operations, 
transported by sea, the business make arrangements for boosting Taking part in the meeting 
plays a vital role in the economies cooperation among shipping Monday were representatives of 
of the world, he raid. agents to reduce losses resulting various insurance and transport 

Insurance activities started in in maritime transport. companies. 


Arab information ministers 
voice support for Libya, UAE 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Arab' 
ministers of information, who en- 
ded a two-day meeting in Cairo 
Sunday, have earmarked $35,000 
from the budget of the General 
Secretariate of the Arab League 
for cultural and media activities 
in the occupied Arab territories. 

The information ministers 
decided to set up a new body 
called “Arab Information Coun- 
cil,” and approved its basic inter- 
nal rules. 

The mmistexs, in their 25tb 
regular session, also approved an 
Egyptian working paper setting 
tiie guidelines for a new Arab 
information strategy and the 
establishment of an Arab indus- 
try for information equipment. 
The planned Arab induttiy would. 


limit importing such eq ui p m ent 
from foreign markets. 

They also agreed to form a 
committee of information experts 
to study religious t e rror i sm with 
the help ofrdigious leaders in the 
Arab cou n t ri es. 

■The ministera praised Libya's 
poisiton in its crisis with tbe West 
and declared absolute support for 
the United Arab Emirates in its 
dispute with Iran. 

Information Minister 
Mahmoud A1 Sharif was quoted 
by Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
as saying the meeting “achieved a 
great deal that would bolster 
Arab cooperation in the informa- 
tion field.” 

Mr. Sharif, who chaired the 
meeting held at the Arab League 


headquarters, thanked the Arab 
League Secretary General and 
the Egyptian Minister of In- 
formation Safwat AI Sharif for 
beating tbe conference and “mak- 
ing tiie meeting s u ccessful.” 

Petra said Mr. Sharif and his 
Egyptian co un terp a rt held bi- 
lateral talks on promoting coop- 
eration in media affairs between 
Jordan and Egypt. The agency 
said that the two min iste rs re- 
viewed current Arab affairs and 
means of bolstering inter-Arab 
cooperation in information fields. 

Representatives of 21 Arab 
states and a number of Arab 
media and information organisa- 
tions participated in the meeting, 
tbe first by Arab information 
ministers after tbe Gulf war. 


SeMfrjtf ^opoigfes setting up committee to 
streamline environmental protection efforts 


By Lane? SaB afc p y 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan, like many 
other nations, is a symbolic signa- 
tory to scores of en vironmental 
laws never enforced because of 
poor environ m ental awareness, 
lack of coonfination and pofitks, 
delegates attending an environ- 
ment and legislation seminar said 
Monday. 

“Jordan is a leader in tbe Arab 
World in signing environmental 
laws but I am not convinced that 
what we say is always applied,” 
said Ziyad Alawkneh of the 
Jordanian Society for the Control 
of Environmental Pollution 
(JSCEP). 

Tbe one-day seminar, orga- 
nised by JSCEP and tiie Friedrich 
Nanmann Foundation (FNF), co- 
vered international, regional and 
national legislation to help Jor- 
dan modify its environmental 
ap proach. 

Delegates also discussed incen- 
tives such as reduced taxes to 
encourage Jordanians to abide by 
the 60 international treaties and 
estimated 25 local laws intro- 
duced since tbe 1540’s. 

Mr. Alawnefa said few laws are 
enforced because few in tbe coun- 
try understand tiie financial, 
health and environmental costs of 
littering and other forms of pollu- 
tion. 

Bar example, Jordan wastes 
JD3 million a year cm goats and 
sbeep that die from eating plastic 
bags strewn from along the coast 
of the Dead Sea to tbe grassy - 
plots of Amman, he said. About 
30 per cent of tbe natural deaths 
of tbe Kingdom’s estimated 20 


mil B on sheep and goat flock are 
caused by these plastic ban, Mr. . 
Alawnefa told the Jordan limes. 

■ Or, he said, one drop of water 
per second per year from a leaky 
household tap will fill 2_5 cubic 
metres. If there are 100,000 
households in Amman, each with 
three leaking taps, friar's 300,000 
faulty faucets wasting 750,000 
cubic metres of water a year. 

Delegates hope such problems 
could be eased with a draft law 
discussed at the seminar, opened 
by member of the Upper House 
of Parliament and former Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat, Minis- 
ter of Rural and Municipal 
'Affairs and the- Environment 
Abdul Razak Tubesshat and FNF 
representative Walter RndeL. 

Officials p ropose studying and 
.consolidating environmental reg- 
ulations under a single committee 
to be called the higbo- council for 
the environment. The committee 
fa to streamline the cumbersome 
system where each ministry de- 
velops its own resource-related 
legislation. 

Tbe co mmfat e c and other orga- 
nisation would also try to spread 
environmental awareness 
through posters, programmes and 

labels — perhaps on plastic bags. 

“We are not serious about en- 
forcing these laws despite having 
a lot of concern. What ma kes the 
policeman give priority to giving 
tickets for speeding instead of for 
littering or poOnting car exhaust? 

Most people think Jqrdan >*«*« 
legislation but it fa a really a 
question of educating people ab- 
out these laws and bow they can 
improve the country,” Mr. Alaw- 
neh said. ' 


In & lecture on the “Industrial 
Environmental im part Assess- 
ment,” delegates also considered 
incorporating laws that require 
industries and cont ra ctors to con- 
duct ecology impact stmfies, as fa 
done in Germany and the United 
States. 

Reducing or exempting' taxes' 
on industries that import 
enviro nm ental-friendly technolo-. 
gy such as catalytic converters for' 
can, special brushes for factory 
smoke stacks or water saving 
devices was also examined. 

According to Bassam Anam of 
the Economic and Social Com- 
mission for Western Asia, fi- 
nances and unskilled workers are 
two obstacles to environmental. 
legislation in the Arab World. He 
suggested Yemen and Jordan im- 
pose stiff fines to help environ- 
mental protection m eas ur e s with 
economic development The Gulf 
states need to concentrate more 
on training workers to implement 
laws, be said. 

The Arab World, however, is 
not alone in toothless antf- 
po Button policies. 

FNF representative Waiter 
Rndel criticised Germany’s en- 
vironmental record. He said that 
.although tiie number of law suits 
against offenders increased -from 
6,750 in 1962 to 22,860 in 1969, 
only ( about 20 per cent end in 
conviction, and the penalties are 
mild. “Dying trees and dying 
species can't sue,” be warned. 

He also urged the E urop e an 
C o mmuni ty (EC) to give smaller 
member states more leeway , and 
criticised clauses that restrict 
countries from adopting EC en- 
vironmental laws if they restrict 
free trade. ~ 


Turkey waives visa requirements for Jordanians 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanians no lon- 
ger require prior visas to enter 
Tnrfcey and are issued entry per- 
mission at Turkish airports and 
land borders, the Turkish ambas- 
sador to Jordan said Monday. 

However, s tu den t visas wd 
multiple entry visas have to be 
obtained from the Turkish 
embassy in Amman in a process 
that takes abbot two days. 
Ambassador Mehmet Ah Irton- 
cefik said. ’ • 

, “Jordanian citizens travelling 
to Itakey for business, tourism 
or any other purposes other than 
studying in Turkish in s t i t u tions 
can now obtain entry visas at die ' 
airport or border ch e c k poi n t s ,” 
Mr. Irtemcehk said. 

“Students and those who wish 
to have multiple entry visas — 
track drivers fo r in st a nce — have 


,to |et their visas from tbe embas- , 
sy m Amman,” be said, adding 
that the procedure does not in-' 
volve clearance from toe foreign 
minis tr y in Ankara. 

Many Western diplomatic mis- 
sions are not authorised to issue 
visas to Jordanians without 
obtaining clearance from then- 
respective foreign min ist ries . In 
the case of Turkey, Mr. medico* 
Ek said, visas are issued at die 
discretion of the embassy. 

The waiver of prior visa re- 
quirement for Jordanians took 
effect on Sept. 15 and came in 
reciprocation to a similar gestnre 
made by Jordan for Turkish 
nationals two months ago, the 
ambassador told the Jordan 
Times in a telephone interview. 

“ft will afeo ndp alleviate the 
hordes on the consufar se ction pf 
- toe embassy as well as Jordaniahs 
who have to line up and wait in 


-front of the consulate with ap- 
plications,” be said. 

According to tiie ambassador, 
Turkey ana Jordan do not face 
any problems in faeffitating the 
travel of their nationals to each 
other. 

“We haven’t had any problems 
at all and we are very satisfied 
with the arrangements,” he said. 

No anenrate figures on the 
amoral average number of Jorda- 
nians traveling to Tmkey annual- 
ly were available, but estimates 

S t them between 20,000 and 
,000. These include business- 
men, tourists and traveOeis to 
and from- Europe. ■ 
Businessmen say Jordan's im- 
ports from Turkey have been 
continuously increasing since tiie 
devaluation of the dinar in 1988, 
which made Western European 
products relatively expen si ve for 
co nsum ers. 


Dubai reopens its markets 
to Jordan exports 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Dubai has 
resumed its i m ports of Jordanian 
agricultural products after a brief 
hiatus caused by reports that the 
produce was con taminated the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported from Dubai Monday. 

The detishm to reopen Dubai 
markets to Jordanian exports of 
fruits and vegetables came after 
laboratory tests conducted on 
random samples of the produce 
proved it was free from con- 
tamination, Petra quoted tiie 
Dubai-based Al Bayan daily as 


quoted tbe (fafly as saying ■ 
that the Dubai Municipality has 
been carrying out daily labora- 
tory tests on imported fruits and 
vegetables to ensure they were fit 
for human consumption. 

Several Jordanian tracks car- 
rying agricultural exports to tbe 
emirate ' had been - t emp o r a ri ly 
halted at the border to allow for 
tffe' laboratory tests in the wake of 
rumours that acme of the produce 
was contaminated, bat, according 
to the paper, the shipment was 
•Cowed to be discharged in the 
markets after it was proven to be 
safe from any cont amin ation. 

Saudi Arabia has for the past 
23 days banned shipments of 


Jordanian fruits and vegetables 
from its markets, claiming that 
traces of dangerous chemicals 
were found in the produce. 

Jordan has repeatedly denied 
tiie allegations. 

Saudi Arabia, which until the 
eruption of the Gulf crisis im- 
ported 70 per cent of Jordan's 
annual agricultural exports of 
around 500,000 tonnes, turned 
bade several vegetables trucks 
after it said that random tests 
showed a high level of pollutants. 

Agriculture Minister Fayez 
Khasawneh said there were no 
traces of pollutants in the ship- 
ments and expressed hope 
Riyadh would soon resume im- 
ports. 

Ministry of Agriculture offi- 
cials said that contacts are being 
maintained at tiie highest level to 
persuade Saadi Arabia to change 
its position. 

According to the Dubai daily, 
tbe Director of Health at DuBSi 
Municipality M ohammad Said 
Harib has stressed that the 
laboratory tests were continuing 
on a daily basis, and that all fruits 
and vegetables entering the 
Dubai market were fit for human 
consumption. 


Delegation attends energy conference 

AMMAN (Pietra) — Jordan fa taking part in tiie 15th Internation- 
al Energy Conference which opened in Madrid, Spain, Sunday. 
Jordan fa represented at the conference by a delegation beaded by 
Energy and Mineral Resources Minister AK Abul Ragheb, who 
left Amman for Madrid Saturday. The six-day conference aims to 
encourage international cooperation in energy-related fields, 
ex c hangin g and conducting studies, proposing gtndics to problems 
faring the energy sector, financing investments in energy, 
combatting environmental pollution and developing substitute 
energy resources. Jordan’s delegation to tbe conference includes 
Director General of the Jordan Qectririty Authority (JEA) 
Mohammad Saeed Arafeh and several officials- 


Khasawneh 
reaffirms 
produce not 
contaminated 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Agriculture 
Minister Fayez Khasawneh Mon- 
day reaffirmed that agricultural 
produce sold in local markets fa 
“safe and fit for human consump- 
tion.” 

Mr. Khasawneh said the con- 
taminated vegetables which the 
Cabinet ordered destroyed last 
week constituted a sm«n percen- 
tage of the produce of a limited 
area of land in Khirbet Al Samra 
near Zarqa. 

The minister told Jordan Tele- 
vision that 48 out of 2000 culti- 
vated dunums were affected by 
the derision. 

He raid that, vegetables like 
carroe and pepper, which are 
eaten fresh, will be destroyed 
because there was a rule against 
planting them in the area, which 
is mainly irrigated by water tre- 
ated at Khirbet Al Samra water 
treatment plant. He said farmers 
who ignored that ruling will not 
be compensated for their losses. 

■ Dr. Khasawneh said the gov-* 
eminent will compensate farmers 
for tiie destruction of crops that 
were not banned by the ministry. 
These crops include marrows, 
e ggp lants, cawliflawers and cab- 


Tbe minister said that anima l 
feed and forest trees can be 
grown around the treatment plant 
but no more agricultural crops 
will be allowed there. He assured 
tbe public that most of the crops 
in the market come from other 
areas in tiie country where no 
waste treatment plants exfat. 
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Stop, fire, go 

WE WOULD understand, even sympathise, with Die 
zeal of our traffic police when they stop drivers at 
random to check on the use of safety belts and other 
less pressing violations, but only if their attention and. 
vigilance turned once in a while to more critical traffic 
problems. Jordanians have yet to see Jordanian traffic 
patrols checking on serious traffic violations such as 
not stopping at stop signs, not driving in designated 
lanes, giving way to pedestrians trying to vain to find a 
second of interruption in that flow of traffic to cross 
stree ts and tracks and buses heavily polluting air and 
environment on a scale unpardonable even under the 
most relaxed international guidelines. Where is the 
sense of priority if parking contraventions attract 
more of oar traffic police’s attention than fariKtatfing 
the crossing of str eet s by our children trying to reach 
school? Where Is the seriousness in the entire en- 
deavour to make the country a safer place to drive in if 
serious traffic violations go on day in day out while oar 
traffic authorities and personnel busy t he mselves with 
the least argent matters? What adds mailt to injury Is 
the occasional abrupt stopping of the traffic in the 
middle of thoroughfares mid avenues for the most 
trivial reasons. There is obviously a pressing need to 
overhaul the entire traffic policy in the Kingdom with 
a view to according critical issues the priority they 
rightly deserve. We should place street crossings as 
among the most pressing problems to be solved, - 
especially when it regards students in ’the early 
morning hours and late in the afternoons when they 
return home. 

We call for the designation of special police patrols 
to halt the traffic flow for our youngsters until there is 
a more permanent traffic system installed for this 
purpose. If the country cannot afford traffic fights, 
then the next best thing is, with 30 per cent unemploy- 
ment, to recruit the necessary police force to enforce 
basic traffic norms in order to give a break to all of us 
who would Kke to cross streets in safety. We also ask 
for special police attention to stop signs that are 
perhaps the most abused traffic signs in the country, if 
not in the whole world. In this context it is am arii > g 
how indifferent our insurance companies are about 
this messy situation in the country. One would have 
thought that they will be the most interested group 
trying to pot some sense into Jordanian traffic policy. 
The public needs be heard about its grievances. 
-HopefaDy someone out there wifi listen to what the 
people have been saying and com plainin g about. 
Enough has already been written about these subjects 
but to little avail. The only thing left to do is for higher 
authorities to intervene or else to start or ganising 
'd emon strations in favour of traffic reforms. There is 
still hope that the s i t ua ti o n has not deteriorated to the 
point where we should give up and that some thing ran 
still be done by the concerned authorities. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


The View from Fourth Circle' 


By Rami G. Khouri 


AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily bitterly criticised ban for occupying 
the Arab islands in the Gulf region and for t urnin g down Syrian 
. good offices to settle the issue. The paper said that the Arabs are 


and for t urnin g down Syrian 


appalled to see Iran acting tike all other occupation powers and 
"disregarding the Arab overtures and bids for peacemaking. It 
said that by occupying the Abu Musa Island, Iran has proved its 
.lust for expansion at the expense of the Arab World and by 
'ignoring calls for a settlement, the Tehran regime is showing total 
disregard of the Arab people’s feelings. The Iranians have 
'planned their occupation of the islands carefully and found that 
they would get away with their act in view of the weak and deeply 
divided Arab World which can do nothing to deter the banian 
ambitions now that Iraq is under sanctions by the Arabs 
themselves, the paper added. There can be no alternative to 
sumbittmg the matter to the U.N. Security Council and there is no- 
choice for the weak Arab Nation but to resort to the work! 
community once again to ensure that their rights are respected, 
the paper continued. 

A COLUMNIST in At Ra'I Arabic daily drew attention to the 
fact that the United States has caused Jordan to lose some $125 
milli on since June this year by lightening the pressure on Aqaba, 
preventing Jordanian bound goods from reaching the port. Tareq 
Masanrah said that die United States is harming the Jordanian 
economy and preventing the Jordanian people importi n g food 
and medicines and it is regrettable to see the Jordanian 
government responding favourably to this pressure without 
resisting. The writer sad that snee June this year, the port of 
Aqaba has not handled any transit goods going in any directum 
due to the U.S. press ure and the sanctions imposed on the port 
under the excuse of implementing U.N. resolutions. The Amer- 
icans are denying the Jordanians the right to deal with transit 
operations passing on food and medicine to the Iraqi people, but 
allowing the transit business to be handled by Turkey alone 
because of its alliance with the Turks against Iraq, said the writer. 
He said that Jordan should not remain passive against this hostile 
act, it rather should take a practical step to: hurt the American 
interests and deal with the U.S. in the same way. He said that 
Jordan should at least boycott the ongoing Middle East peace 
process which has achieved nothing for the Arabs and Jordan, not 
only because the U.S. is banning Jordan's national interests but 
also because Washington is showing increased bias to the Israeli 
enemy. It should be noted, said the writer, that the U.S. which 
has sold the Jordanian interests to Turkey, is continuing to sell oat 
the Arabs to Israel. 


Poland or Romania? The Arab future nears 


NEWSPAPER REPORTS earlier tins month briefly mentioned 
the most eye-catching, newswrothy element of the 1992 Unified 
Arab Economic Report- — the fact that the Arab countries 
collectively lost $620 billion doc to the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait 
and the subsequent war to free it. As usual, the dramatic flash of 
1 the headlines did not penetrate deeper down to the real substance 
and implications of the story at hand. It is a rather gloomy story. 
But those who really care for the future of the Arab World, as 
opposed to saving their own skins and assuring their children and 
cousins secure life-long jobs, should take the time to absorb and 
assess the full message of the report. ’ 

I should first acknowledge the importance of the report itself, 
published annually by four leading pan-Arab organisations (the 
Arab Monetary Fond, the Arab League, the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Development, and the Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries). This is one of the most useful, 
sober, and important documents published annually in the Arab 
World — not only because it fuels the imagination mid stokes the 
sentiments of diehard pan- Arabists such as myself (who believe 
there is little chance of sustainable and balanced Arab 
development without common access and integration among 
assets such as the oil of the Gulf, the land and water of the 
Levant, the minerals of North Africa, and the human and 
financial resources of the entire Arab world), but also because it 
provides an opportunity to assess the human and economic 
development trends of the Arab regioa as a whole. 

It would be a useful exercise for ministries of education in the 
Arab World to make a one-page summary of the mam statistical 
indicators of the report, and make it compulsory reading and 
discussion materia] for every Arab school teacher, student, and 
politician. The lessons learned m&y be harsh, but they can ordy be 
useful if undertaken in a spi rit of wanting to work for the true 
national interest of the Arab people. Slogans, flag-waving, and 
revving up the memories of the past are fine as emotional releases 
and affirmations of our basic quest for dignity. But rarefy in the 
history of human civilisation have they provided bread, lasting 
stability, true security, or the promise of an authentic national 
identity coherently exp re ss ed. 

The facts of the contemporary Arab economic order are 
gloomy, as a quick review of the most recent Unified Arab 
Economic Reports shows, even to the most blinkered who hnk 
amongst ns. I have not yet seen the 1992 report, whose summary, 
released at a pan- Arab financial meeting in Abu Dhabi earlier tins 
month, gave the fignre of $620 billion in net Gulf war costs to the 
Arabs. But I have been reviewing the statistics in the latest’ 
published report (dated 1991, covering the period through 1990). 
Here is what it shows: 

Between 1980 and 1990, the combined gross national product 
(GNP) of the Arafi states decreased from $440 billion to $419 
billion. This is in current market prices. Adjusted for inflation, 
and reflecting real purchasing power, the drop would have been 
significantly larger. We were made to believe we were a rich Arab 
World. In the last decade, we turned out only to be largely 
gullible, and frequently irresponsible. 

At die same time, the population of the Arab World continued 
to grow at an annual rate or three per cent, one of the fastest rates 


in the world. The average fertility rate for Arab women of 
reproductive age in 1990 was roc — meaning each Arab women 
that marries and has children will have an average of six children 
in her lifetime. For every Arab woman who has three children, 
another will have nme.- 

A simple calculation shows that per capita GNP (the average 
value of goods and services promised by each Arab person) - 
declined by $1404, or 43 per cent, in the 1980* from $3,283 to 
$1879. Of course, these are aggregatefigurts that include all Arab 
countries (don't ask me bow many official Arab countries there 
are today —somewhere around 21, at last const) and they do not 
accentuate the good progress that a few Arab countries have 
achieved recently. The negative treads, however, are giants 
towering over die small positive steps that can be quantified.' 

The statistics also hide gross disparities between rich and poor 
that are worsening in most cases; rather than improving. But they 
confirm the trend that I and others have warned and written about 
for many yean — that the Arab political economy is caoght in a 
severe cyde of stagnation and regression, and ts slowly but surely 
losing tiie race between resources and quality of fife. The 
consequence is that the Arab World, like New Jersey, is likely to 
continue to stumble towa r ds tire ugly reality of two worlds — a 
small, wealthy, c om fort a ble mmorify of Arabs who feel protected 
by their largely unearned money and tire rent-an-army, techno- 
barbarism they buy from tire West, and a large, poor, desperate 
majority of Arabs whose qualify of life stagnates in a vicious cyde 
of dependence, fr u st ra tion, helplessness, and near-despair. What 
else. One wonders, is the meaning of tortured lands suefaa s 
Algeria and Somalia, where human dignify screams to be heard 
from tire dark shadow of massive prison camps, the shattering din 
of fire assassin’s ballets, and the shame of death as the routine 
daily chore of children who .took like shrivelled old men? 

Or do we simply shut our eyes to these tips of our collective 
iceberg, and, as many Arabs do* make sure our cars are always 
full of gas and our briefcases fall of dollars, air tickets, and visas, 
in case of tire need to* make a speedy escape? What else, one 
wonders, in tire meaning of the lines at foreign embassies, or the 
fact that many northern industrialised countries will not let many 
Arab nationals even transit through their airports for an hour 
without first securing a visa? What is it in tire Arab psyche that 
strikes such fear in the minds Of immigration officials in Western 
countries that solicit Arab money and defence contracts, bat shun 
oar people? Do they know something about an Arab penchant to 
flee that is not bong sufficiently addressed by tire Arab ' 
themselves? Do I exagge rate ? Is die reality simply too harsh to 
absorb? Consider some more facts from tire 1991 Unified Arab 
Economic Report: 

— Between 1980 and 1990, total Arab agricultural exports 
increased from $3.8 billion a year to $4.7 b. a year, while total 
annual Arab food imports increased from $21.7 b. to $255 b. The 
annual food gap increased from $11.9 b. in 1980 to $14.9 b. in 
1989, and the total food gap in those 10 years was $135 b. — a 
pretty serious fact fora region that virtnally fed itself in the 1950s, 
and fed much of Rome a couple of thousand years ago. 

— Trade among the Arab countries remains small, accounting 
for about 8.6 per oent of all Arab imports and exports in 1989 — a 


Sffidal financial and gold 

the period 198S-1989, from $48 b. to S35.9 b.. while debts rose 
Sh !?rbe published foreign debt of the Arab countries increased 

certainly much higher, given that much military ® 

and other foreign debt is <pg uised ® ^^eTtTof 
P — The pan-Arab debt service burden J" 

principal eudinterest) increased from $9.8 b. in 1984 to $14.1 b. in 

1989. 

If these numbers are depressing, hang on for 
add up what the Arab World pays to tire norther^usma!^ 
states in foreign debt service, and imports of food, g” 

other goods and services, you find that the Arab World transfers 
to tire Sdratrialised North around $125 billion every year other 

theSiSai $400-5500 billion of Arab foods mvesr^ m 
Western banks, government and corporate securities, real estate* 
and other sectoreNo wonder tire WesawouldScc to nafotmn the 
current political economy of the Arab World j ust as it is, whae tire 
varfmajmity of Arabs would like to change it 
serves Arab rather than foreign interests. No wonder London and 
Washington are pleased to see the map of Europe revert to the 

1920s but will do everything possible to make sure the map of the 

Arab World stays exactly as it is today, and as it was drawn by 
European colonial powers in the early 1920s. 

The statistics that minor our economic condition may change 
from year to year. The tong-term trend, however, is worrying — 
or should be, particolariy’to those Arabs who find it easier to suck 
their be a 4 k in the sand rather than to acknowledge the reality that 
defines ns. If current trends continue uncharged and other factors 

such as wafer, armaments, arable land, malnutrition, the 

overall quality of education and girls’ access to education, or 
cap ital flight — are considered alongside the few statistics I have 
offered above, the general prognosis for the Arab World is gnm. 

Those who prefer to ignore this reality would do well to 
remember to look into the eyes of the rage and tire human despair 
feat resulted in the burning of Kuwait, the disintegration of 
Somalia, tire agony of Lebanon, the suffering of the Palestinians 
under prolonged occupation, and foe state of paralysis and 
violence that defines Algeria — to mention only the most 
dramatic manifestations of the underlying political economy that 
defines most of tire Arab World today. Better to deal with these 
issues now, in a rational, gradual, phased manner — a Poland — 
rather than to wait for tire explosion that is inevitable — a 
Romania — if current trends continue. 

While we're at it, we should also thank the four Arab 
institutions that produce the Unified Arab Economic Report 
every year. They dare to deal with reality, and they are a credit to 
their Arab identify. 

© / 1990 Rami G. Khouri 


The mystique of the Occident 


THE ARAB World is inesttrio- * 
ably embroiled in perhaps tire- 4 
major theme of contemporary-^ 
world history: The interaction 
between modem and tradition- 
al societies. 

Arabs and Westerners have, 
on and off, eyed each other 
with animosity and fascination 
since before tire first Crusade. 
Indeed, the trinketsbonre out 
of tire Industrial Revolution 
magnified ring mnfnai scrutiny 
as Arab fascination with the 
West came to rival tire Euro- 
pean obsession with the Orient. 
However, European Oriental- 
ism was part and parcel of a 
larger web of forces and con- 
sequences that eventually cul- 
minated in fire o utright or dc 
facto colonisation of the Arab 
World in tire nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. 

Arab reactions to the West 
have varied from hostility and 
suspicion to accommodation 
and tire wholesale adoption of , 
Western conventions. Col- 
onisation further polarised 
these responses so that by tire 
time the Arab countries gained 
independence, their popula- 
tions were culturally divided. 
And as tire enthusiasm for in- 
dependence and rhetoric tor 
restoring the Golden Age of 
Islamic avabatkm gave way to 
more humble realities, Arabs 


and consequences of colonisa- 
tion were far more indelible 
than its physical eradication. 

Insidious and difficult to pin- 
point, psychological colonisa- 
tion. has implanted in foe 
psyche of many Arabs a rela- 
tionship of domination and 
subordination vis-a-vis the 
West and ourselves, that para- 
llels, in many ways, that of 
coloniser and colonised. This 


phenomenon, often more 
pernicious than its physical 
co unter part, grows in oar una- 
ware minds, invisible and dis- 
guised in our own thoughts. It 
has, in fact, become an indi- 
visible part of today's Arab 
World. 

Politically, the impact at 
European colonisation is dear. 
Arab civil societies have been 
recokmised by their own poli- 
tical and military elite, perpe- 
tuating x fanfl a r reprehensible 
co n sequences, distorting atitn- 
ral growth, creating radical dis- 
parities in the distribution of 
economic wealth, and inhibit- 
ing the advancement of society 
in generaL In the last 40 years, 
Arab societies have repro- 
duced foe same oppressive sys- 
tems of government that were 
imposed on them in the 
nineteenth and twentieth cen- 
turies, and some commies are 
jurt beginning to emerge from 
tins doom. 

Other instancesof this phe- 
nomenon are manifest and can 
be su m m e d op in an unbridled 
Arab infatuation with, and 
consprenons consumption of, 
things ocririeatal. For exam- 
ple, in its short history, more 
Jordanians have already paid 
tribute to that museum of 
Western-style consumption 
and tastes, Safeway,, than to 
their own National Gallery. 
We don , resplendent dothing 
to convince ourselves of our 
own worth. And too many 
Arab men have misplaced then: 
honour and dignity in their 
bank account, Gucci suits, 
Mercedes cars or by repr essing 
their sister, wife, or daughter. 

In e du cation, we are en- 
chanted with Western science 
and technology to fire extent 
that we discourage our chil- 


dren funn and 

humanities. Instead, we and 
our dosed system of education' 
programme our youth to study 
and respect medicine and en- 
gineering only, while we send 
those least qualified to become 
our historians, anthropolog- 
ists, and philosophers. 

What tt so special about 
me dic in e and engineering that 
Arab societies value them 
above other fields? Are they 
seen as a panacea for the prob- 
lems of developing societies? 
Or have we overlooked the 
fact that without basic b™n 
and civil rights, and bona fide ' 
democracy, increasing tire 
number of pr ofesso r s and uni- 
versities, doctors and hospit- 
als, engineers and post-modern 
b ond in g s is mere cpgmet ic 


Afwan ... 

philosophy based ..op bur 
perceptions of our own history, 
politics, and culture from 
which we can pun strength and 
a sense of historical identify. 
Other wise, w e will continue to 
buy techn ology' without ever' 5 ' 
innovating our own. We mil 
continue to measure omsrives 
by Western values and stan- 
dards, and perpetuate the soci- 
ety-wide aenfeophrenia and in- 
feriority complex that plagues 
us. We must confront issues of 
dignify, identify, and authen- 


ticity with responses more sub- 
tie w m t iw mere ie- 
jectid dxh n or total- accom- 
modation. 

For decades, the Western 
powers a ppropriated our raw 
materials and developed our 
infrastructures according to 
their own needs. When they 
Were finally forced to with- 
draw, some of us discovered 
that fire cokarisets had also 
penetrated our minds and 
stolen par eyes. I sincerely 
hope -that my glasses are dar- 


ker than what I see around ntej 
fort I recognise foal my eyes 
been stolen and 1 am 
st rugglin g to get them back. 


The writer ; a graduate from 
Georgetown Uni ver sity 's Cen- 
tre tor Contemporary Arab 
Studies, bolds a Masters de- 
gree in hfstaiy. He was a Tho- 
mas J. Watson Fellow in 
Egypt, Jordan and Sudan in 
1986-1987. He contributed tins 
article to the Jordan Times. 


Arab World 


There Ires been such emph- 
asjs oq iMuig oor dddron To 
become Doctor or Bash- 
muhandis so-and-so that many 
have forg o tte n that it is fire 
process and not the degree that 
makes one worthy of the title. 
If education and scholarship 
are measured only by degrees 
then we have sapped fire mean- 
ing out of higher education and 
transformed it into another 
materialistic urge. Our educa- 
tion systems, tike our societies, 
are out of balance, in between. 




period of cultural and political 
efflorescence began with an 
au t hen t ic phtkwaphical found- 
ation. So before Arabs rush 
headlong to explore the srien-’ 
ces, we must fust explore and 
open ourselves and our rigid 
t hinki n g to constructive, inter- 
nal entidsm. We need to 
search deeply for genuine 
Arab values, cultivate an in- 
digenous ethics, and develop a 
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Turkey bogged in bloody stalemate with Kurds 


fly Alistair Lyon 

Renter 

ANKARA — Turkey, aspiring to 
shine as a democratic beSreon for 
former Soviet republics grappling 
with ethnic conflicts, is making no 
headway in its own battle with 
Kurdish se pa rat ists. 

After right years of fighting, 
foe government is still locked in a 
tyooty stalemate with Knrfosh 
rebels and the level of violence is 


So fax fins rear nearly 1,800 
civilians, gnemflas and members 
of the security forces have been 
killed in fire mainly Kurdish 
southeast — more than 400 in the 
past seven weeks. 

The 1992 toil accounts for well 
over a third of die 4.800 deaths 
sin ce the K urdistan Workers Pag- 
ty (PKK) began its armed strag- 
gle for an independent Kurdish 
state in 1984. 

“Do not take fins as blackmail 


or a threat, but if fire guns are not 
silenced, certain t hin gs can over- 
take even ns,” President Turgot 
Oral was quoted as saying last 
week. 

Mr. Oral, who has only limited 
executive powers, said stopping 
the fighting could pave the way 
for “certain steps’ f but did not 
elaborate. He said he was prepar- 
ing a report far his sworn pofitical 
enemy, Prime Minister Suleyman 
Dennrel. 

Mr. Denrirel’s 10-month-okI 
coali t ion government has vowed 
to crack (town hard on foe PKK, 
■apparently seeing no place for 
political i nitiatives until the guer- 
rillas have been smashed. 

Many' Turks vehemently 
oppose any action which could be 
i n terp reted as a concession to the 
PKK, branded by Ankara and its 
Western allies as a terrorist group 
with foreign backers 
- Chief Appeals Court Judge 
Israet Ocakoogfe raised a stonn 


this month when he argued that a 
democ ra tic state was entitled to 
use the same means and methods 
as its terrorist op ponent s. 

Ankara says fire PKK, a hard- 
left organisation led by Abdallah 
Ocalan, finds sanctuary in Iraq, 
Iran. Sy ria an d Lebanon, and 
foods its operations from heroin 
s mu g glin g and protection rackets 
among Kurdish communities in 
Western Europe. 
x This weekend’s leadership con- 
test among the Kurdis h-based 
People’s Labour Party (HEP), 
which has 18 seats in parfikment, 
looks certain to sbaipn the poli- 
tical debate v 

A HEP congress chose a Kur- 
dish dan drier, Ahmet Turk, as 
its new leader. Tmkish ureas re- 
ports said Kurdish gttemfla lead- 
er Abdullah Ocalan had told 
other candidates to withdraw. 

f hrfgnrng HEP Oiarnnun Feri- 

dun Yazarsaid fire party had T ip 
organic link to fire PKK” but fire 


two we re “re lations”. 

“The PKK (fid not come from 
the moon,” he told the congress. 
“They are al ro the c hildren eft tins 
co unt r y . The PKK must be legal- 
ised so it can lay down arms and 
engage in political straggle.” Mr. 
Yararsam he phoned a 
with Mr. Ocalan. 

State Security Court PrOGccn- 
tor Nusret Demiral has tried 
several; tunes in tire past year to 
get paxfiament to lift the mnmm- 
fiy of some HEP deputies he 
accuses of sedition. 

Last year’s election encouraged 
hopes that HEP. deputies, who 
have smoe quit theSoctalDemo- 
crat wing of the coafitfon, coukl 
act as Kurdish mterioc u tbis m a 
pofitical efiafogne. 

But many Infos HEP 
» a wg& ag propaganda tool for 
die PKK, citing p rovoc ativ e be* 
haviour by Hkf m e rn h w i^ qf nnr-‘ 
li ament, who h ave dedurea to 
denounce PKK violence. 


HEP members themselves say 
tire govennneiit never showed 
any wfllm gacss for a dialogue or a 
iadjod, democratic approach. 

“The state’s blocking of dexno- 
Ctatic charnels, and thereby cans- 
ing iHegafify, is the reaso n for 
xtmea struggle,” pnMmnent HEP 
depufy Mafomit Ahnak has told 
Kanos. 

... “Bhmflg fo e PKK as atom*. 
at fo ganiratkmand tryin g to do- 
.troy 5 nriHtaifly win do nothiim 
but add to its strength. Kurds pin 
their hopes on Mr. Ocalan b* 
cause they see him and tire PKK 
.as the alternative to the states 
militar y poli cies,” he said. 

The PrK has increased raids 
on nrififagy and ci vilian targets 
fife year, often t akin g on troops 
with hundreds of fi ght^ 


minds with tactics such as the 
destruction wreaked last month 
on the town of Sbnak, where 
residents rejected nffirfaf state- 
ments that troops had been bat- 
tling h un d r ed s of pkk infiltra- 
tors. . 

The government has tried by 
-military and ^jplramrife m« w* to 
deny the PKK freedom of action 
m neighbouring countries. 

Interior Minister Trim* fezgD- 
reached a bonier agreement in 

Munster 

sited Ankara to review an ex- 


About IK ,000 troops, police 
and Kunfish irregulars backed by 
. strike aircraft and h efioop te tspat- 
Kti the southeast 
But they are losing hearts and 


It is not dear if these efforts ‘ 
will hah tire spiralling violence or 
mid fire a li e na tion felt fay inany 
Kurds in tire region. 

“The Kurds do not want to. 
separate. They want to five with ; 
Turks in an cgpfitarian, democra- 
tic. atmosphere,” Mr. Aimak ": 
sard. “Forfoestate-it moot too: 
late today. Tomorrow it may be.” ’ 
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Mrs. Shbeilat challenges legality of court 


(Cuttncd Aw page 1) 

Justice,” the official said, ex- 
plaining that there were a number 
of roodittans that have to be met 
before a case can be appealed at 
the Higher Court of Justice. 

Among these conditions are 
jorisdfctioo in the case by .Che 
other court, violation of the Con- 
stitution or mistake in. its applica- 
tion, misuse of authority or fault 
in the form of a decision or 
measure that needs the final deci- 
sion of fflfc Higher Court. 

“The investigations mud inter- 
rogations are undertaken 

by the State Security Court 
prosecutor-general or military 
public attorney are judicial mea- 


sures which sure' outside the spe- 
cialisation of the higher court,” 
he said. 

The court wiS set a date for 
hearing the case within 10 days, 
according to informed sources, 
and it is expected that there wiO 
be a preliminary session w i t hin 
two days in which the court could 
decide to reduce the period for. 
submitting the statement of de- 
fence to less than 15 days as 
required by .the law. 

Irrespective of which way the 
court roles, it will be a rare case 
of an important co nstitu tio n al 
issue being raised in tie country 
for the first time, according to 
legal sources. 


Bare French ‘yes’ brings relief 


(Continued from page 1) 

coope ra te closely in... feriSfat- 
in* a narrow ing of interest-inate 


The United States and Britain 
have been pre ssin g Germany to 
cut its interest rates, bnt Spanish 
Economics Minister Carlos Sol- 
chaga, the chairm an of the in- 
terim committee, said U.S. rates 
should rise, too. 

“What is dear... is part of the 
problem... comes from the fact 
that interest rates in Germany are 
too high and interest rates in the 
United-States are too low,” said 
Mr. Solcfaaga, whose own curren- 
cy was battered during last week’s 
market crisis. “I hope and think. , 
that in the future this interest rate 
differential will be reduced.” 

The U.S. Federal Reserve has 
been cutting rates for three years 
in an effort to foster a sustained 
recovery from the recession. But 
the U.S. economy re mains nearly 
stagnant and Bush administration 
officials, seeking to bolster the 
president’s reelection chances, 
have continued to press the cen- 
tral bank to consider further rate 
cuts. 

Britain, as c ur re nt EC presi- 
dent, meanwhile signalled time- 
out in the march towards closer 
European onion and signs of 
growing British opposition to the 
Maastricht Treaty. 

Prime Minister John Major, 
who called an extra or d in ary EC 
summit for early next month, 
said: “Al of Europe's govern- 
ments need to reflect hard on the 
lessons of the last weeks and 
months and on the future direc- 
tion of the community.” 

Butiri an article for the Even- 
ing Standard newspaper be gjjtA 
the EC most not be paralysed ny 
tiie fete of die Maastricht Treaty. 

“Now even foe French have 
shown they have serious doubts 
about the extent of control from 
Brussels, serious concerns about 


the threat to their national identi- 
ty,” he said. 

A senior British official said 
Mr. Major wanted the summit to 
be held as soon as posable but it 
had not yet been possible to fix a 
date when all could attend. 

The meetings expec te d to be in 
London, will concentrate on 
three issues that have shaken the 
community to its roots: 

— The turmoil in the money 
markets that has seen the suspen- 
sion of the pound and tire Italian 
lira from the European 
rate mechanism. 

The leaders will consider possi- 
ble changes to ERM mechanisms 
to mend what Mr. Major calls 
“fault Dims” in the system. He 
said on Monday: “We sh«n not 
go bade into the system until the 
flaws have been put right” 

— Concerns that have surfaced 
among the peoples of Europe 
about erosion of national identity 
and centralisation of power in 
' Brussels that would follow as a 
consequence of the Maastricht 
Treaty. This was a prime canse of 
the Danish rejection. 

Britain and the EC Comnns- 
sioo of Brussels are working on 
ways to put into effect the con- 
cept of “subsidiarity,” or ensur- 
ing that all decisions -are taken at 
the lowest practical level. Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd said in a 
television interview the main 
question was “how to do effec- 
tively what Europe has to do with 
a greater deal of public support.” 
— This issue is finked wnb foe 
third: How to bring Denmark 
back on board. All 12 states must 
ratify Maastricht before it can 

come into effect. . 

British officials were.cagey ab- 
out how to proceed on gb${top$h 
position. Renegotiation of die 
treaty is. ruled out, but some 
sources have Indicated extra 
clauses might be considered put- 
ting flesh on die “subsi d i ar ity” 
idea. 


Rabin: Peace with Syria in 6 months 


* (Condaned from page 1) 
than expected on Thursday, 
blaming Israel’s .refusal to discu s 
fall withdrawal 

On Sunday, Israel Interior 
Minister Arye Deri said a formu- 
la had been found for Syria to 
retain to the negotiating table. 

“The team negotiating with the 
Syrian delegation is to achieve 
fall peace, open borders, free 
movement of people and trade... 
diplomatic relations, embassies, 
normalisation,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Israel, he said, wanted “a 
peace treaty that stands on its 
own two feet” without being con- 
ditional on what might or might 
not be achieved with Jordan, 


Lebanon and the Palestinians. 

“So long as we do not get a 
positive answer from Syria... we 
wifi not enter into a discussion of 
territorial matters,” be told his 
critics. 

Hie demonstrators, including 
the previous govermnenfs chief 
negotiator to the talks with Syria, 
said they did not believe Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad would 
ever be interested in peace with 
Israel. 

Former negotiator Yossr Bea- 
Aharon told reporters: “The 
truth is the Syrians want the 
territories, all the territories and 
they are not prepared to give 
peace in exchange for it.” 


UAE wants feud arbitration 


(Continued from page 1) . 

. posable mediator. ' 

Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said the 
editorial noted that Syria had 
referred to Iranian efforts “to 
maintain security” on the island 
as “acts of aggression and 
occupation.” 

Tehran Radio reported Mr. 
Rafeanjani told Mr. Sharaa that 
Iran would not drop its c teim to 
full sovereignty over the island. 

“Our Syrian friends are quite 
aware that having an impartial 
stance is the basic requirement in 
any diplomatic mediation,” the 


Tehran Times said in die edito- 
rial. 

It said Iran preferred to negoti- 
ate directly with officials from 
Sharjah or the UAE. 

“If they prefer to have the 
matter settled through a 
mediator, Tehran will have no 
objections provided the mediator 
is an impartial party and not a 
country fike Syria which has 
already taken sides in the affair,” 
the newspaper said. 

Mr. Rafsanjam has warned 
Gulf Arab states that the United 
States and the West are behind 
the dispute. 


U.S. begins troop airlift to Somalia 


(Continued from page 1) 

with communications. The air- 
port’s control tower has been 
gutted by looters. 

Washington says the force of 
2,100 marines was on its way to ^ 
Singapore from the Gulf when it* 
was diverted for the operation, 
and will help guide the aircraft 
and be on hand for medical treat- 
ment and any seaztirautaescoe 
operations. 

A top U.N. official said Sunday 
Somalia's main warlord will he 
responsible for thousands of 
tWrhg if he blocks the deploy* 
meat of more U-N. troops to 
protect relief shipments. 

U.N. special envoy Moham- 
mad Sahnoun made the state- 
ment a day after General 
Mohammad Fbrab Aideed, who 
heads the strongest of many dan- 
based mflitias, ruled out increas- 
ing the armed U.N. force from 
SOO to the 3400. The more has been 


authorised by the U.N. Security 
GmnriL 

The warlord also urged the 
United States to withdraw its 
2,100 marines off die SomaH* 
coast, saying they would not con- 
tribute to peace in the ffismtiepat- 
ing country. 

Mr. Sahnoun said no U.N. 
sokfiers will be deployed to guard 
sh ipm ents until after aD 500 ar- 
rive in seven or eight days. 

Mr. Sahnoun said in an inter- 
view an mtenutioiialdkmoKcon- 
fereoce will be held in Geneva on 
Oct 14 to ducuss emergency 
relief and rebuilding of Somalia. 

He said southern SomaKv 
needs 100, d00 tonnes of food in 
the next 100 days to feed the 
starving — - but the international 
community cannot bring in ti* 8 * 
amount unless other -Somali 
ports, especially Kismayn in the 
south, are secured by U.N. 
forces. 


Collector offers Britain £lbn hoard of rare art treasures 


By lan Birrett 
and Jtobina Gibb 

ONE OF the world’s most valu- 
able private art collections, worth 
an estimated £1 billion, is being 
offered to Britain by a reclusive 
Iranian-born philanthropist. 

Naager Khalffi, a publicity-shy 
businessman, is holding confiden- 
tial discussions with Whitehall . 
officials to find how best to dis- 
play his 20,000 treasures in a 
museum in London, his adoptive 
home. 

Dr. Khalffi has spent more than 
20 years «na«ang the collection 
of Islamic art, which indudes 
richly-illustrated Korans, mediev- 
al arms, jewellery and rare cera- 
mics and pictures. The collection, 
bought through an offshore fund 
and stored inwarebooses around 
the world, has been seen by only 
a handful of scholars. 

This weekend art experts de- 
scribed the offer as unpre- 
cedented. Peter Stock, a special- 
ist in Islamic writings at the Brit- 
ish Library, said Dr. Khalffi was a 
connoisseur who' had consistently 
bought the finest works. “He has 
all the pieces we could not afford. 
His collection is superlative and 
to have it on permanent dupflay in 
this country would be phe- 
nomenal” 

Dr. Khalffi, 46, who has been 
approached by several countries 
eager to display his collection, 
disclosed he had chosen Britain 
because of strong personal links. 
“I live here, my wife is English 
and my children go to school 
here, so my priority is to honse it 
in this country.” 

He has already transferred 
ownership of most erf the works to 



Nasser KhdB 

a British foundation chaired by- 
Lord Young of Grafiham, the 
former trade secretary. He wants 
to have them displayed fo their 
own' museum under the supervi- 
sion of the British Museum for a 
trial period of 15 years, before 
concluding a deal to exhibit them 
there permanently. 

Dr. Khalffi, who is Jewish, said 
he hoped to show the world the 
importance of Islamic art. “Artis 
a universal language, a tool for 
bringing people together. Islam 
has been labelled with a bad 
image, of fundamentalists taking 
hostages, but I want to prove that 
it has a lot more to offer.” 

A team of leading academics in 
the field has spent more than 
seven years cataloguing his 
pieces, and the first four books of 
a 26- volume inventory wifi be 
published next mouth. 



Gift horses: A page from the Rashid Al Sin EBnstrated manuscript 


Among the highlights are 
manuscripts and miniatures, 
which include the Universal His- 
tory of Rashid Al Din, one of thi 
world’s great medieval illustrated 
manuscripts worth an estimated 
£12m. The collection of Korans 
runs to four catalogue volumes. 
The astronomical and scientific 
instruments include a unique 
13th-century bronze celestial 
globe, now known to be the 
o riginal of a copy in the Louvre, 
Paris. 

Dr. Khalffi said the collection, 
started by his family who were art 
dealers in Tehran, was developed 


after he left Iran in 1967 using a 
fortune acquired by dealing in 
art, commodities and property. 
His determination led him to pay 
a succession of world-record 
prices, earning him the nick- 
name in the trade of “the Getty 
of Islamic art.” 

He moved to London in 1980, 
where he has become a discreet 
fund-raiser for charity and a signi- 
ficant contributor to the Con- 
servative Party. Two years ago he 
gave London University £600,000 
to establish a chair in Islamic art 
and architecture. 


Experts said that the addition 
of Dr. Khalffi 's collection to Bri- 
tain's heritage would make Lon- 
don the worm’s leading centre for 
the study of the an form. 

However, several Islamic and 
Western countries, including 
Spain, are keen to obtain the 
collection and there is concern 
that Britain might lose the chance 
if ministers do not act quickly. In 
1988 Baron Tbysseiv-Bornemisza 
cfedded to take his £780m collec- 
tion of old masters and modem 
an to Spain rather than Britain 
because he felt it was more enthu- 


siastic. 

Mr. Young, a cabinet minister 
at the time, said be was calking to 
British officials about Dr. Khali- ! 
li’s offer and hoped “we would, 
not miss out on another world- - 
class collection.” 

A spokesman for the National - 
Heritage Department said the 
government could not discuss the 
issue publidy at present. “We are 
aware that Dr. Khalffi is in- 
terested in locating his collection 
in this country but we cannot say 
anything because there has not 
been a formal offer yet.” 


Bush’s tactics have familiar ring for Britons 


By Waiter R. Meant 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Beset by an 
economic slump, redecticn cam- 
paign officials couldn’t boast of 
prosperity or argue that tilings 
were going so well voters 
shouldn’t risk change. Sri political 
strategists dedded on a negative 
alternative: The other guy can't 
be trusted. 

The odds were poor and the 
poll ratings were against them. ■ 

It may sound like , President 
Bu&ffs .campaign, situation, but 
instead is a description by Johiy 
Major’s campaign director of the 
way things looked for the British 
prime minister last spring before 
he led his Conservative Party to 
an upset victory. 

The political systems are diffe- 
rent, of course: Parliamentary 
elections instead of a direct 
choice between presidential 
candidates and a month’s cam- 
paign instead of a marathon. 
Presidents are assured four year 
terms; a prime minister can be 
toppled tty parliament 


In addition, British public 
opinion polls before the April 9 
elections were closer than those 
that now show Democrat Bill 
Clinton leading Bush by margins 
of 10 to 15 percentage points. 

But the problem issues and die 
tactics of Mr. Bash’s Republicans 
and Mr. Major’s Conservatives 
read fike campaign sequels. John 
Lacy, director of campaigning for 
the Conservatives, and Mark 
Fnllbrook, his deputy, talked ab- 
out diem at a forum sponsored by 
the Heritage Foundation. 

“At the cod of the day, die 
question cgiqe .d/gwn to tppt,” 
Mr. tfalibirook said. 

That’s the question the Bush 
campaign is trying to raise about 
Mr. Clinton, seeking to persuade 
voters that the Democrat would 
not be trustworthy as president. 
The use of the draft issue is an 
example — the taiget isn’t a 
‘deferment 23 years ago, it is Mr. 
Cfinton’s inconsistencies on die 
topic this year. Another example: 
Bash’s claim to offer experience 
and a firm hand in contrast to 
what he contends is waffling and 


wavering by Mr. Clinton. And 
any topic that shifts the campaign 
away from the sagging economy 
to other concerns probably works 
to die advantage of the trailing 
Republican ticket 

Mr. Clinton says that Mr. Bosh 
is the one who can’t be trusted, 
since he promised in 1988 there 
would be no new taxes, and 
reneged. “Fm not the one who 
said read Ity my lips,” Mr. Clin- 
ton teds his rallies. 

To that Mr. Bush counters 
that MrlOinton would , impose 
massive tumcreases/and that 
white the .Democrats say those 
would apply to the rich, middle 
class taxpayers would be hit, too. 

“He’s going to end up taxing all 
working Americans for the same 
reason outlaw Wiffie Sutton rob- 
bed banks, because that’s where 
the money is,” Mir. Bush says. 

That, too, parallels the British 
campaign. A Labour budget 
proposed a tax increase on the 
rich; Mr. Lacy said it would have 
hit anybody earning 45,000 or 
more, and the Conservatives 
signed daily that if they lost, the 


tax burden would soar. 

In prior campaigns, flic Con- 
servatives had argued that a 
Labour victory would ruin a 
solid, imploring economy — the 
Bush campaign primer when he 
ran to succeed Ronald Reagan 
four years ago. 

Bnt that won’t work in hard 
times. 

“So we had to think of a 
afigbtiy different message,” Mr. 
Lacy said, a negative one. “And 
so our simple, different message 
was’that things are bad bnt don’t 
let 'Labour make thin gs even 
worse ... you can’t trust Labour.” 

Substitute Mr. Clinton and the 
Democrats for Labour, and that 
has been the Bush standby in 
dealing with an economic situa- 
tion be acknowledged has been 
lousy. 

“There was no subtlety in our 
campaign at all,” Mr. Fnllbrook 
added. “You can’t trust Labour 
— that was our No. 1 message ... 
just think how bad it would have 
been and will be if they get their, 
bands on the economy.” 


That’s been a Republican argn- Mr. Clinton's lead is holding in 
ment, too. ■ national polls. 

“If yoq are Republicans, I “Everybody thonght we had a 
know how yon feel,” Mr. Lacy terrible campaign, lackluster,” 
said. “You’re worried people." foe conservative campaigner said. 
With less than seven weeks to go. “But nevertheless, we won.” 


HOUSE IN ABDOUN 
FOR RENT 

The house consists of the following: 

1. Two villas at th& .front side 

2. Four flats at the back side 

3. Roof 

4. Two basements 

Deluxe finishings, suitable for an embassy or 
household compound for embassy or government 
departments or regional offices. 

Location: Abdoun near the British and the 
Indonesian embassies. 

For more information, call tel. 777943 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
' ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THEREUABLE 

PACKMG. AIR TOEK3M1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND , RESERVATIONS- 




S CROWN 

m INT’L EST. 

1 Packing, shipping, | 
3 forwarding, storage, ■ 
§ clearing, door-to-door 
service 


;uBEEnumnfisD2Gss 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

☆ Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 
■ft Shoes repair -ft Engraving 

* Keys -Service 

☆ Upboistry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

B Branches at YOUR Service 



, ...... 

V* 'V *e- ■% 



4 RENT fr SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 

. rent and sale, fur- 
nished or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 

please .call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


ft 


Special Chinese Foods 
SkOted Chinese Chefs 

[Open IL-AMJi Jc n.«i - Jjiii j 

Take away ts available 

Wadi Saqra Road ' - 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
I Tel 661922, Ammanj y ^ 

Once lusted 
Always Lcucd 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
' Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel:81ft214 

Come and taste our 
specialities. 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight y 



TATWAX TOURISM© 


New management by 
Nlr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Ope n daily 


12.-00 - 15:30 18:30 . Mieftofehi 
Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akilah Hospital 
-Jabal Amman, tel. 641093 


The First Class Hotel jn 
Amman that has a 
. Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIMITEL 

il^£<|llla 


Amman -Te! 668193 
P O. Sox 9403 - Fax 6 02434 
.Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand 
Businessmen 
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Former NapoG and Argentine star Diego Maradona at practice with 
Sevfle coach Carlos Bflardo. 

Maradona forced to wait as 
FIFA meeting postponed 


ZURICH (R) — A meeting 
arranged by FIFA to settle Diego 
Maddooa's future fa as been 
switched from Monday to Tues- 
day morning, tbe world soccer 
body said. 

A FIFA official said the meet- 
ing between Italian dub Napoli, 
wfao hold tbe Argentine midfiel- 
der’s contract, and Span's Sevil- 
la, who want to sign him, would 
be held in Zurich Tuesday instead 
of Monday night. 

The official said the postpone- 
ment was due to Napoli officials 
being unable to arrive in Zurich 


in time for the scheduled Monday 
evening meeting. 

Maradona, who has served a 
15-month suspension for drug 
abuse, technically remains under 
contract to Napoli until June 1993 
but refuses to ret ur n to Italy. 

Sevilla, coached by Marado- 
na’s friend and compatriot Carlos 
Bilardo, have offered $4.5 million 
for him. 

The postponement will prove a 
further frustration for Maradona, 
who threatened to fly home to 
Argentina from Spain Saturday 
but agreed to wait until Monday. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

' Robson forced to postpone comeback 

MANCHESTER (R) — Manchester United captain Bryan 
. Robson has been forced to postpone his comeback from injury 
and will probably miss their UEFA Cup first round second leg at 
Torpedo Moscow next week. United manager Alex Ferguson said 
~ Monday: “It’s a bit too early for Bryan to return. He will be 
* training this week and, if all goes well, he will be able to have a 
. game (in the reserves) at the weekend.” The 34-year-old former 
England skipper had hoped to be amongthe substitutes for die 
.match in Moscow on Sept. 30, when United need at least a sane 
draw to go through after being held 0-0 at home in tire first leg. 
‘Robson has been out of action since a hamstring injury in a 
. .friendly against Celtic in Gla^ow in July. His last competitive 
.senior match was in April away to Liverpool. 

Cecchini wins Paris final 

'PARIS (AP) — Italy’s Sandra Ccodrim beat Emanuela Zardo of 
‘ Switzerland, 6-2, 6-1, Sunday to win the $150,000 Paris Women's. 
' Tennis Tournament. It was the second 1 time the sixth-seeded 
. Cecchini won the Paris tournament. She previously won in 1989' 
against Czechoslovakian Regina Rajdutova, she also has victor- 
ies in two otherFrench cfti&rNice anrfSfe^sbourg. It was fife first 
; tournament victory this year for the Italian and 13th in a 10-year 
career, mostly in minor tournaments. Cecdmn eliminated the 
.tournament favourite, Julie Halard of France, in the semi-finals. 

Banish cyclist In critical condition 

ATHENS ( AP) — A Danish teen-ager taking part in the World 
Jfinior Cycling Championship was in critical condition Sunday 
after crashing into a parked truck during a road race in Athens. 
EpKce said Maken Jorgennsen, 18, suffered serious chest injuries 
after slamming into the truck during the a 61.3-kdkxneter 
(38.3-mile) race on a public road near the Athens Olympic sports 
.complex. A police announcement said Jorgennsen was apparently 
stung in the. lip by a wasp and lost control of her bicycle. Greek 
junior cycling champion Irene Tsouvala, 17, was slightly injured 
after hitting the Dane's bicycle. Jorge nn sen’s injury was the 
second serious accident to mar the 12-day championship which 
-began on Sept. 9. A 16-year-old Japanese cydist, Nopriaki 
I Sbirasaka, was lolled on Sept. 10 after running a stop sign during a 
'training session and tutting a truck. 

.Liverpool face investigation 

■LONDON (R) — Holders Liverpool are among several dubs 
-Under investigation into the source of black-market tickets sold at 
last season's F.A. Cup final, the Football Association said 
‘Sunday. ‘The Football Association have written to several cfubs, 
including Barnet and Liverpool, asfcmg bow tickets allocated to 
them turned up on tbe black market,” said F.A. spokesman 
David Bloomfidd. Liverpool, who beat Sunderland at Wembley 
.last May, are carrying out an internal inquiry at die request of the 
-F.A. The Football Association is attempting to stamp out the 
practice of tickets given to dubs being sold to Touts for re-selling 
•at vast profits. 

_ Sudan’s Al-Hilal ousts Kenyans 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Al-Hilal of Sudan earned a shootout on a 
last-minute penalty goal by rightwinger Jalal, then outsbot 
Kenya’s Gor Mahia 4-2 to eliminate the Kenyans from the 
African Cubs Championship soccer tournament. Jalal’s penalty 
and a 21st-minute goal by Al-Hilal forward Sabri gave the 
Sudanese a 2-0 home victory in Sunday night’s second leg match. 
XJor Mahia won tbe first leg 2-0 two weeks ago in Nairobi. Tbe 
_ shootout was to determine who would enter the championship 
quarterfinals. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

IW2 'mu. wwyfca Swim Inc. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q63 Void A9542 +AQ653 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

_*K1063 Q6 8 *A 108752 
"The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

4 Pass Pass Dbl 

Pass ? * 

What action do you lake? 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AQJ108 75 QJ1076 4Q 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East .South West 

1 4 * 4 4 5* 

Dbl Pass ? 

What action do you lake? 


Q.4- — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K8 QJ9 QJ83 *KQ78 

The bidding lias proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 Pass 1 Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, you 
■ hold: 

4KQ98 AK KQ107 4765 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one dub. What 
action do you take? 

Q.6 — ; As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A1063 1085 4 4A9842 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
.1 * 2 ? 

JWhat do vnu bid now? 


Stoichkov scores hat-trick 

but Cruyff is unconvinced 


LONDON (R) — Barcelona for- 
ward Kristo Stoichkov, dropped 
in midweek for not trying hard 
enough, scored a hat-trick at the 
weekend. But coach Johan 
Cruyff was still not enitrely happy 
with the fiery Bulgarian. 

“Kristo was concentrating 100 
per cent in the first 10 minutes 
and soored twice, hot his per- 
formance declined in the second 
half,** the laconic Dutchman said 
after die 4-1 away defeat of rivals 
Atietico Madrid Saturday. 

“If he isn’t aggressive or 
doesn't do what be has to, m 
have to drop him again,” Cruyff 

warned. 

The warning about a lade of 
aggression sounded a tough ironic 
given that Stokhkay, wfao was 
once handed a record six-month 
ban for st ampi ng on a Spanish 
ref er e e 's foot, was sent off in the 
second half for his second book- 
ing. 

“We know be is a hot-blooded 
player,” Cruyff said. “What hap- 
pens is that when you. get knock- 
ed about you flare up, and the 
one who provoked you doesn’t 
even get a card. 

“That’s tite way it goes. You 
should never do what he ditj, but 
it is understandable in part." 

Cruyff was relieved at least that 
his team had redeemed their 
mediocre start to the season, 
moving up into second place be- 
hind suprae leaders to Deportivo 
Coruna. 

Meanwhile Deportivo La 
Coruna maintained their 100 per 
cent record and moved into sole 
leadership of tbe Spanish first 
division after beating Osasnna 2-1 
at borne Sunday. 

Deportivo, who have surprised 
pundits with tbe quality of their 
play after surviving a play-off 
series to stay in the top bracket at 
the end of last season, head the 
table with .six points, one ahead 
of champions Barcelona and Real 


Zaragoza, who beat Real Oviedo 

1 - 0 . 

Deportivo’s goals both bore 
die hallmark of Jose Bebeto, 
their new signing from Brazilian , 
dub Vasco Da Gama. 

the 2yyearold striker scored a grett i 
ndmdual goal m tbe 38th minute 
and made the second for Nando 
Martinez with a perfect pass in 
the 64th minute. 

Osasuna’s consolation came 
three m » |||lw » from time through 
Pedro Arozaxena. 

Real Madrid could only draw 
0-0 at Spotting Gijon with mid- 
field Dynamo Michel Gonzalez 
Molted out by the Sporting de- 
fence. He also appeared to be 
nursing an ankle injury before 
being substituted in the 63rd mi- 
nute. 

Last season’s runners-up 
showed little flair in attack and 
fragile nerves in defence and 


dared. 

AC Milan substitute Damele 
Massaro was once again a key 
man for the Italian champions, 
coming on in tbe second half to 
break the ice in the 2-0 win 

agains t Atalant a 

His goal and a second from 
Dutch striker Marco Van R*<fe n 
kept Milan’s 100 per cent record 
intact — the only dob in the 
league to have won their first 
three matches. 

Fiorentina provided the goals- 
coring feat of the weekend, beat- 
ing newly promoted Ancona 7-L 

Club president, tbe film distri- 
butor Mario Cecchi Gori, enth- 
used: “Tins Fior cntin a ia going to 
be as big a winner as the film 
“basic instinct.” 

Qradian Jafet N’donun fol- 
lowed his own instincts with a 
hat-trick for unfanded Nantes in 


were lucky to come away with a. 
point. Real are ninth in the table 
with three points. 

In Italy, Interoazkmale MQan 
woke np to new-found respect 
after beating Napoli 2-1 Sunday. 

“Inter enrols in the tide race” 
the daily Corriere Della Sera 
newspaper declared, while La 
Stampa’s banner headline read 
“Inter throws off the mask.” 

Jubilant chib president Kraeatn 
Pellegrini declared after the game 
that Inter, following a disappoint- 
ing 1991 season, were now deafly 
championship contenders. again. 

But Napoli's Uruguayan striker 
Daniel Fonseca, who soor ed all 
five goals in their 5-1 UEFA Cup 
first round first leg defeat of 
Valencia in Spain in midweek, 
offered another theory. 

“Our tiredness after Valencia 
was there for afi to see, even 
when it came to ideas,” he de- 


France. ■ 

Tbe dub’s 3-2 win over Lens, 
their fifth victory of the season, 
put them level with Paris St. 
Germain at tbe top of tbe French 
T<agm Saturday. 

“It was tbe fust time I scored 
t hr ee,” N’doram said. 

His team mates are as un- 
known as the Chadian. Most 
started their careers with Nantes, 
who freed receivership at the end 
of last season and had to sack 
most of their stars. 

Five months later, they lead 
expensive teams Hke champions 
Marseille, who drew 1-1 at home 
to Le Havre. 

“My players are young and fit 
and they don’t ask themselves too 
many questions,” said Nantes 
coach Jean-Clande Suandean. “I 
hope itTl last.” 

In "the Portugese Soccer 
League unfanded Maritimo lost 


drier Hmiuy. to gain an outright 
lead when they were held 1-1 a! 
-home to Estoril Sunday. 

Maritimo, from the sub- 
tropical island of Madeira, now 
share foe number one slot with 
Boavista and defending cham- 
pions Porto with seven points 
each, but still lead on goal differ- 
ence. 

Eleven dubs are within two 
points of each other at the top of 
the table. 

Estoril led 1-0 at half time 
thanks to a free kick by Bulgarian 
striker IKa Voynov in the 38th 
minute. But Maritimo equalised 
in the 52ml through Brazilian 
striker Lai s Gnstavo. 

A hat-trick by Nigerian striker 
Ricky Owubokiri helped Boavis- 
ta to a 4-0 borne win over Famali- 
cao. 

Owubokiri, wfao scored two of 
Ms three goals from penalties, is 
now top scoter in the Portuguese 
championship with six goals to his 
credit. . 

. Boavista's local rivals in the 
northern city of Oporto, Porto, 
beat Salguehos 4-1. 

Beofica; two points behind the 
leaders, but with a game in hand, 
struggled to beat Braga 2-1 at 
home. 

Yiotis Tsalonhkfis scored two 
goals for Oiympiakos of Piraeus, 
to give his team a 3-0 victory over 

If fllairm ria jp SaklPICa m tlv. thir d 

round of the Greek First Division 
Soccer League Sunday. 

In a game played in the north- 
ern Greek city of Drama, defend- 
ing champion AEK of Athens 
beat Dura 3-1. 

The victories sent both Oiym- 
piakos and AEK into a two-way 
lead with. 9 points each. 

They are followed by Panatiu- 
naikos of Athens with 7 points. 
Panathinaikos beat Larissa 3-0 at 
home. • 


Morandini completes first 
triple play in 65 years 


Pittsburgh (AP) — Mickey 
Morandini of tbe Philadelphia 
Phillies made the first unassisted 
triple play in the national league 
in 65 years — and just the ninth in 
U.S. Major League' baseball, his- • 
tdry wheh he turned one Sunday ; 
against Pittsburgh. • •* ’ j 

'-•'Morandini' -became- the-- -first i 
second baseman ever to accom- 
plish tbe feat in a regular season 
■ game, turning the triple May in 
the sixth innmg on a line ariye by 
Jeff Bug. It was the first un- 
assisted triple {day in the Majors 
since shortstop Ron Hansen of 
the Washington Senators at 
Cleveland on July 30, 1968, and 
the first in the NL since shortstop 
Jimmy Cooney of the Chicago 
Cubs at Pittsb urg h oa May 30, 
1927. 

Wi th foe score tied 1-1, Andy 


and then tagged bonds, who was 
standing near second base, for 
the third out. “ 

Neither Morandini nor tbe 
other players involved had any 
reaction on'thefield'to-tfae play.* 
Morandini- was rmet by - several 
teammates near, theadiigout. . 

“If really happened so fast, it 
didn’t hit me until I got to the 
dugouL Then I realised I*d done 
something few people have 
done,” Morandini said. 

The historic bafl wont find its way 
to Cooperstown. Rather than 
taking it to the dogout with him, 
Morandini casually dropped it on 
the mound as he trotted to the 
dn g ouL 

“Thai was stapid on my part. It 
was probably hit as a foul ball to 
some fen,” said Morandini, who 
made history before 15 friends 


Fischer takes 5-2 
lead over Spassky 



SVETT STEFAN, Yugoslavia 
(AP) — Bobby Fischer, «warfring 
aggressively with the white 
pieces, defeated Boris Spassky 
. .Sunday to take a 5-2 lead in their 
I $5 'million chess rematch. 

< Fischer’s victory in game 11 
marked the symbolic halfway 
pant of tbe match, in which the 
first player to take 10 games is tbe 
winner. 

• Match rales ball for play to shift 

from this tiny Montenegrin island 

resort to the Yugoslav capital of 
Belgrade after one player wins 
five games. The match was ex- 
pected to resume there after a 
pause of seven to 10 days. 

Fischer and Spassky scheduled 
a news conference for Monday, 
and match organisers said an 
exact date for r es ump tion of play 
could be announced then. 

Experts observing Sunday’s 
.game saaid Fischer exhibited his 
strongest play since he won tbe 
opening game on Sept 2. 

Fischer went with his custom- 
ary first move, pawn to E4, which 
has developed into the Ruy 
•Lopez opening in previous games 


when he played white. 

But Spassky opted for tbe more 
adventurous Strifian. defense and 
then sh^^^^^^^vm^ttion 

He was, ^largely ~ ineffective 
Against Fischer’s " relentless 
attack, however, and struggled to 
hold a hopeless endgamebefore 
resigning after white's 41st move. 

Fischer Surprised some obser- 
vers with a gambit of a pawn on 
his seventh move, an innovation 
that opened up tbe centre and his 
qoeenside lines. He won back the 
pawn gambit on move 16, expos- 
ing Spassky’s king to a blistering 
attack. 

Yugoslav grandma ster Sveto- 
zar GHgoric said Spassky was in 
deep trouble early, and another 
grandmaster, Andnc Ufienthal, 
judged him “finished” after the 
12th move. 

Fischer also criticised that 
move, but said he Mt he already 
“had the better of it” over Spass- 
ky in any case. 

Tlte first player to win 10 
games takes the $3.35 nnUkm top 



Marco Van Hasten 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


S 



said honesty and truth are the most 
important things in a marriage.... 
but I was lying.” 


THAT-SCRAMBLED wdftb hXilE* 
m by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




Now arrange the clrded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hero: A 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: GRIPE CURVE EXPOSE VERBAL 


Answer What a 1 
toshSt : 


ight go Into, unless he teams 
ff— REVERSE 


aoEaaa 

iiSSIEia 3HHHH 




DOWN 

1 Ornamental 
hangings 

2 Put an the back 

" - burner 

3 Perfect 

-4 Rectified : 
SFestsonaHe 


noon nnnn 
nnon rannn 
HSSS cnoa 
mnniun nun 
□fiDRn 

nnnnnra nn 
nnnmnB on 
gnnnn nao 
nnnn nnn 
nnn nmnn 
_ non no 
nnrnnnnnnn 

□□□no 

□□non 

Rnmonn 
nan 
on nun 
o OnQG 
Qnnnn 

nOROOE 

ddnonn 

non 

annHR non 
aepon nom 
onoon nnci 

o nnno 
n nonn 
n naan 


.30 Besmirch 

31 Arm bone 

32 Uta a quidnunc 

33 Scornful 
expression 

: 34 Square pillar 

35 Inner city 

36 Contest - t . . ■ 

37 Went to bat for . „ 

JaZotf 53 Party nosh 

«zone _ 48 Carve. 54EEpse ’ 

50 Actress Thomas S3 Woe* •' 
45 Certain bulfcUng 51 Tilting S 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Folkwing arc the baying and setting rates for 
tewfing world carrendes and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 
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One ounce of gold 
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Danish crowns . 

$38430/348.60 



Bush proposes old plan 
to help new currency woes 


WASHINGTON <R), — Presi- 
dent George Bosh Sunday resur- 
rected a five-year old proposal to 
strengthen ec ono m ic cooper ation 
among the world's richest indust- 
rial nations by making greater nse 
. of gold and other commodities as* 
a measure of monetary worth and 
economic perfor man ce. " 

In an apparent attempt to por- 
tray himself as'a world economic 
leader, Mr. Bush told policymak- 
ers from the International Monet- 
ary-Fund that the industrial na- 
tions most work mote closely 
together for the good of the work! 
economy. * 

Ifis proposal — to use a basket 
of conuncmties to help determine 
the true wort h of major curren- 
cies — came against the backdrop 
of a currency crisis in Europe that 
has raised fresh doubts about the 
continent’s drive for economic 


aim of the coordination 
process in tins new eta should be 
to promote a healthy - and prog- 
ressive world economy and a 
stable monetary system,” Mr. 
Bosh stud. “I believe the political 
leadership of our nations win 
need to play an inc reas i ng ly ac- 
tive role in tins work.” 

‘ The proposal was remmaccnf 
of an idea first floated by Wbite 
House chief of staff James Baker 
in 1987 when be was treasury 
secretary under former president 
Ronald Reagan. 

At that time, the idea, also 
in ade (failing an phmuiI meeting 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World Batik, 
was first greeted as a retain to the 
gold standard. 

But it later became dear that 
die proposal was far less modest 


and has been state incorporated 
into the poSsy coordination pro- 
cess of me Group of Seven — 
United States, Germany, Ranee, 
Britain, Japan, .Canada mid Italy. 

The currency crisis has sent 
reefing bat officials are 
that the approval by the 
French of the Maastricht Treaty 
will coed speculation and allow 
the markets to catch their breath. 

The United States has essen- 
tially played a bit part in the 
European drama, allowing Mr. 
Bush to take on the role of 
mediator. 

The decision to meet with offi- 
cial from the IMF allowed the 
United States to press its cam- 
paign to generate global gro wth 
m toe belief that economic weak- 
ness posed a greater problem 
tfwm inflation. 


IMF committee chief calls for 
lower German interest rates 


WASHINGTON (R) — The <cy markets, 
head of the International Monet- “Interest rates in Germany are 
ary Fund's (IMF's) policymaking too faigjh and U.S. .rates are too 
Interim Committee urged Gem-, low,” committee chairman Carlos 
many Monday to cut interest Solcbaga told a news coitference. 
rates to help calm skittish curren- Mr. Solchaga, who is also 
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Cinema 


Tel: 677420" 


SHARI HAN...IN 

LOVE S* FEAR 

(Arabic) 

Show 330. &15, fc30, 1030 






Tel: 67557 


NaM A1 Nteshiat 




• — af 6:00 p.m; daily . 
SKifcrazad ^^Slnbad play 

’A quiet comedy for all member* or 
the family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation la needed, 
t he nex t show is: 

(Iks’ 



AHDdr 



"Cinema - T aT^BST 

PHILADELPH IA 

THELMA and LOUISE 

Shows: 1250, 330, &15, 830, 10:30 

Special shows for children on 
Thursdays and' 

Fridays at 11:00 am. . 


• Nabii & Htsham 
■ presents 

The Pdltical Satire Play 

Wllcome- New World Order 

Show starts, at &30 p m. 








Spanish finance minister, said be 
does not want a rise in U.S. 
interest rates now. 

But IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus said the 
Federal Reserve (Fed), the U.S. 
central bank, should promptly act 
to increase rates if toe U-S. eco- 
nomic recovery gathers momen- 
tum. 

Mr. Camdessus said tie would 
“ r ec omm end toe Fed be prompt 
and accompany the recovery with 
moderate increases in rates as the 
recovery p™ momentum.” 

German interest rates are more 
than three *WBS» hi gher than 
those of the United States. The 
wide spread between the two 
rates temporarily pushed the dol- 
lar to record lows earfier tins 
month and has contributed to 
strains in the European Monetary 
System. 

Mr. Camdessus urged the Un- 
ited States, Germany and Italy to 
all reduce their budget deficits in 
order to bring down in terest rates 
worldwide. 

“This is element one, the basic 
tenet of our common strategy,” 
he said. 

The two men spoke after the 
Interim Committee released a 
communique that stressed the 
need for greater economic coop- 
eration among major nations to 
calrir ^ tenancy ^marketsf 

The- committee said the > world 
economy is recovering blit the 
rebound remains sluggish and un- 
even. 

“Unemployment is unaccept- 
ably high and recent exchange 
market tensions have increased 
uncertainty,” the committee said 
in its communique. 


Sweden slays sacred 
cows to save economy 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden’s 
political leaders announced Sun- 
day major and permanent cats in 
its legendary welfare state, which 
economists said should save the 
crown from devaluation if Euro- 
pean currency markets stay calm. 

The tower handouts for pen- 
sions, sickness, injury, homing 
and other welfare payments, 
combined with higher taxes on 


The combined spending cuts 
and new taxes will save $4.96 
bflfion in calendar 1993, rising to 
$7.37 billion by 1997. 

The most revolutionary cut, 
worth an annual $8 billion, was 
an agreement eventually to scrap 
sickness arid injury payments 
from the state insurance system, 
making employers and workers 
jointly responsible. 

petrol and u>bscco,~wiIl hit may 

Swedish household tanffl ™ b^y Boroctil to see their 
Jammy , pertyjomiteboei»swgcwem- 

-Ii'^thB-srtopDotioa ““*■ trattmaBy pohaal foes 
Sod^SyrniictadSta^ o' ** w*”? cte. m stejmg 


Carisson, who announced the 
measures alongside conservative 
prime minister Carl BiWt. “But 
Sweden is in the worst economic 
crisis for many decades,” Mr. 


Working under the threat of a 
currency devaluation, the centre- 
right coalition and opposition 
agreed to bury their differences 
and hamm e r om a package which 
would convince financial mar- 
kets. 


the oace-sacred cows of Swedish 
welfare. 

“This deal is a scandal. Ingvar 
Carisson has sold out the soul of 
the workers’ party,” said Gosta 
Brodin, Social Democratic leader 
in Astorp in southern Sweden. 

But economists were cautiously 
optimistic that markets 

would greet the package as evi- 
dence chat Sweden bad ac last got 
its act together and straightened 
out a s tr u ct ura l budget deficit. 

“It was good to see the govern- 


ment and opposition up there 
saying they will work together,” 
said >0ley Trygg, head of trading 
at Swedbank. 

He warned however that other 
factors were in play. “If the 
French “yes” vote is confirmed* 
and if the (European exchange 
rate mechanism) survives, then 
the storm could blow over us 
too.” he said. 

Sweden's Riksbank central 
bank has been forced to raise -its 
key marginal lending rate to 50(3 
percent at least until Tuesday, to 
protect the crown against spe± 
eolation of a devaluation. 

“Provided it is fairly calm jori 
the international scene over the 
next weeks, these measures will 
be enough,” said Nordbanken 
chief economist NQs Lundgren^ 

Handehbanken currency deal* 
er Mikael Neumann also saw the 
crown's future linked to events : 
outside Swedish control. “We 
most have calm m Europe before ffis 
(savings) package can have any 
effect,” he 


Britain to introduce 
broad money targets 


WASHINGTON (R) — Britain, 
which was at the c en tre of last 
week's European currency crisis, 
will develop broad monetary poli- 
cy targets. Chancellor of the Ex-, 
chequer Norman Lament said 
Sunday. 

“We will have broad money 
targets," Mr. Lamont told a news 
co n fer en ce, “but whether we will 
pubfisb them, that’s a different 
matter.” 

t* 

Mr. Lamont earlier made a 
statement to the Interim Commit- 
tee of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in which he said 
British monetary conditions must 
remain tight enough to secur e his 
objectives on inflation. Current- 
ly, Britain has only one published 
monetary target, the narrow 
target. 

Mr. Lamont said sterling 
withdrawal last week from 
•European wdtanp rate mechan- 
ism (ERM) was not a soft option. 

“Operating a floating (ex- 
change rate) regime is difficult 
and'is not a soft option,” Mr. 
Lamont said. 

^Mr. Lamonr repeated h&bebef 
that sterling’s central rate of 2.95 
marks within the ERM had not 
made British industry uncompeti- 
tive. 

He pointed to Britain's export, 
perfo rm ance and current account 
record with Europe to support his 


World’s largest bank cuts 
executives’ pay by 5% 

TOKYO (AP) — Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank Ltd., the world's largest 
bank in terms of assets, has announced streamlining plans that 
indude a fiv e per cent pay cut for 41 top executives and a 20 per 
cent redaction m their entertainment allowances. 

Along with cuts in other expenses, mefadmg business trips and 
advertising, the bank expects to save 5 billion yen ($40 mflfiou), 
per year, bank official YoshSnde Akazawa said. He would not' 
dSsdose the present pay for executives or their ente rt ainm ent 
allowances. 

The measures go into effect tins month and will remain in place 
“for die time being,” be said. 

Dai-Ichi Kangyo is this first c om mercial bank to announce 
jtf reamfming measures since Prime Minister Kndn Mryazawa said 
that he is ready to use public fitnds to help banks suffering from 
bad loans as part at government rescue measures for the 
economy. 

Mr. Akazawa said the bank may also dose some of its 621 
branch offices in Japan and abroad. 

The bank wifi abo scale back investment in a computer system 
by 100 bittion yen ($806 million) over the next four years. Mr. 
Akazawa would not release the total investment figure. 

Mr. Miyazawa said the g o v ernm ent will contribute to a private 
c or po r ation to be set up later tins year to buy real estate held by 
banks as collateral on bad loans. He added that banks, in return, 
should disclose the size of their bad debts. 

So far banks have not given a complete picture of their bad 
and analysts estimate the amount at an y w here from $79 
to $550 billian. 


CAR FOR SALE 


1990 Mercedes, 200E, security system, air- 
conditioned, ABS brakes, sunroof and many other 
extras. - 

Full Mercedes agent service history. Duty free 
US$28,000. 

Please call 683350 or 668609 


•fr Furnished ground floor, consisting of three bedrooms and 
utilities. Danish kitchen, European furniture, central heating, 
separate telephone. Separate garage and garden. Area 400 
square metres, separate entrance. Location: Centre of Umm 
Uthaina. near the commercial markets. 

Pltaw call ML *27537 Amman, 
from 9^0 ajn. until 850 pm. . 


EXECUTIVE RECEPTIONIST 


'for a ImnUbq local 

A university degree and excellent English is needed. Age. 25 
to 35. • 

Send detafled CV & recent photo to: 

Oajani & Go. P.O.Box 7676. Amman 

Job vacant now. ExceHant job for tltc right person. 


view adding, “the evidence is 
emsiwhebning that (2.95 marks) 
was a sustainable and appropriate 
rate.” 

In his statement to the IMF’s 
Interim Committee, Mr. Lamont 
said British monetary policy has 
been tighter than was necessary 
in recent mouths. 

“Our continuing assessment of 
monetary conditions has sug- 
gested that in recent mouths 
monetary policy has been tighter 
than required to deliver our 
objectives for inflation,” Mr. 
Lamont said. 

Mr. Lamont said that with 
sterling inside the ERM, Britain 
was unable to loosen its policy 
because of the pressures of other 
European interest rates. 

“The fallen sterling we have 
seen since last Wednesday has 
produced some loosening of 
monetary policy,” Mr. Lamont 
said. “But we are determined to 
ensure that monetary conditions 
remain sufficiently tight to secure 
the government’s inflation .objec- 
tive, _ '*■. 

fie said Biitim-mqbe^ai^ftoli^ 
cy will be supported for. tight 
fiscal stance. “With sterling now 
floating outside the ERM, a 
rigorous approach to public 
spending will be even more im- 
portant, he said. 

Mr. Lamont said Britain’s op- 
eration of monetary policy would 
be carried out in a way that would 
take no risks with inflation. 


Egypt cleric 
wants law ; 
banning 
word 
‘interest’ 

CAIRO ■ (R) — The rector of 
Egypt's world famous A1 Azhar 
Islamic University has proposed a 
law to ban the word “interest” 
from investment documents in 
Egypt,” the A1 Gomhotma news-, 
paper has reported. 

The influential 1, 000-year-old. 
university, which draws students- 
from all over the Muslim World, ■ 
has supported the Egyptian: 
stale's secular-oriented view of: 
Islam for most of this century but; 
now shows signs of adopting fun- 
damentalist stances. 

A1 Gomhotma said Gad Al; 
Haq Ali Gad A1 Haq had sent the 
proposal to Egypt’s Council of 
State, suggesting the words! 
“Grant” or “inc en tive” could re-; 
place the word “interest,” which 
most Muslim authorities consider 
to be against Islam. 

Egypt’s central bank removed; 
for word from its own accounting; 
system earlier this year after a 
similar proposal by Gad Al Haq! 
and now uses the word ‘’return?'. 

Earlier this year, a committee 
from Al Azhar took history; 
books away from an exhibition: 
which they deemed anti-Istamic.; 
President Hosai Mubarak later; 
personally reversed the move. • 


GROUND FLOOR FOR 

3 bedrooms, 2 balconies with a small garden, 
fire-place, modem kitchen and bathrooms. 

Please contact Dr. Walid, 
teL 610801 from 16-19 pjn. 


1. Unfurnished semi-villa In the Seventh Cede area. Consists of .3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, (fining and sffling rooms, garden, 
independent central heating and a maid room. 

2. First-floor furnished apartment in the Seventh Cfrcfe area. Consists of 
three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, (fining and sitting rooms, 
veranda. Independent central heating, and garage, wflh super deluxe 
furniture. 

3. Ground floor semi-vflla, furnished or unfurnished, in Shmeisani area 
Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, doing and (fining rooms, 

Independent central heating, with super deluxe 


garden. | 
furniture. 

Pfease contact Khaled Atari Ham Establishment, tat BSfOKF 


FOR SALE 


1. Video camera recorder 8 ml (Sony) model CGD-FX 410 
with remote control. 

2. 10 channel cordless phone/answering system (Sanyo) 
model CAS/200. 

Asking for both JD 1,900 

Please call 782061 


☆ To Suit AD Budgets ☆ 

Villa for rent & tote of flats, available with or without 
furniture. 

Please call: Jordan Property Consultants. 
Tel- 829882/829883 * 


. A Fflipina lady is needed 

Fulltime, live-in, no. days off, good job. Good English 
required and must be under 30 with a good 
personality. 

Apply with CV & recent photo to: 

Dajani & Co. P.O.Box 7676, Amman. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished Apartment of 3 bedrooms, 3 
'bathrooms is for rent. 

Located: Jabal Amman, Fourth Circle. ' 

For more Information, please call: 
. $44538 ... 
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Azeris urge Karabakh 
Armenians to surrender 



MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijan's jan since 1923. 

‘President Abutfaz Elchibey urged Mr. EkJribey voiced support 
Armenian fighters in the disputed for CSCE peace efforts, saying 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh the conflict could be resolved “in 
Sunday to surrender as a prere- one week through CSCE chahi- 
qo&te for peace. ne!s.” CSCE-sponsored peace 

. ;Mr. Elchibey also called for a talks in Rome ended in failure 
ceasefire guaranteed by~lbreiga earlier this month, 
observers under the auspices of Armenian news agendas said 


the Conference on Security and 
.Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). 
■ “A ceasefire can be established 


Armenian forces repelled a major 
Azeri overnight attack on towns 
in Karabakh, causing many 


in: Nagorno-Karabakh, but the casualties. 

jtoces' behind the armed units in TASS quoted the official Azeri 


Nagorno-Karabakh, must declare 
that we are commanding them,” 
he told Commonwealth televi- 
sion. 

'Mr. Elchibey’s surrender de- 
mand echoed an earlier ultima- 
tHpi by his military high com- 
mand which gave Armenian 
forces two days to retreat or face 
the consequences. 

TASS quoted Azerbaijan's 
-high command as saying the 
■ Armenians would be guaranteed 
“unobstructed retreat along the 
Lachin corridor.” 

The Lachin corridor; a route 
leading from Armenia to the 


News Agency, Azerinfoxm, as 
saying dozens of people were 
killed Saturday evening when 
three Armenian helicopters 
bombed villages in the southwest 

of the republic. 

Interfax News Agency quoted 
tile Nagorno-Karabakh Defence 
Committee, representing Arme- 
nians, as saying scores of Azeri 
troops bad been killed. 

The committee denied an 
Azeri Defence Ministry report 
that Azeri forces captured about 
15 v illages in and around die 
mountainous territory, inhabited 
mainly by Armenians but admi- 


Karabakh capital Stepanakert, is nistered by Azerbaijan, 
mostly in Armenian hands but The conflict over Nagomo- 
weUkplaced Azeri guns can block Karabakh appeared likely to 
.access. escalate despite Mr. Ekhibey’s 

More than 2,000 people have support for a ceasefire. 


been killed in four years of fight- 
ing over Nagorno-Karabakh, ad 
enclave populated mainly by 
Armenians but rated by Azerbai- 


The Nagorno-Karabakh De- 
fence Committee said Azerbai- 
jan's forces had been blocked in a 
drive to reach the strategic 


Lachin corridor. 

It said at least 95 Azeri soldiers 
and three Armenians were killed 
in the battle for the Lachin corri- 
dor. It also reported heavy Azeri 
losses in other areas. * 

At least 2,000 people have 
been killed in four years of fight- 
ing over Nagorno-Karabakh. Re- 
liable information on casualties 
has been difficult to obtain, with 
both sides frequently issuing con- 
flicting reports. 

In Georgia, radio Russia 
quoted the Abkhazian defence 
committee as saying Georgian 
troops had fortified their posi- 
tions and were regrouping around 
die Abkhazian capital of Sukhu- 
mi and the Gmmsta River. 

Hundreds of people have been 
killed in dashes since Georgia’s 
ruling State Council sent troops 
into Abkhazia last month after 
the local parfiament demanded 
more autonomy. 

At least six govenfmeut sol- 
diers were tiDed Saturday when 
gun m e n amh mhed their bos near 
the town of Gagra in the western 
region of Abkhazia. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said residents of Gagra took to 
the streets in protest against the 
violence. Radio Russia later re- 
ported sustained Georgian shell- 
ing of Abkhazian positions. 

Meanwhile., the new leader of 
war-torn Tajikistan Monday 
threatened to forcibly disarm 


Two Anneafaui women, made refagea after Azerbaijan captured 
theta 1 vffiage, comfort each other 


feuding groups in die' Central 
Asian state unless they stopped 
fighting in the next few days, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said. 

Acting President Akbar Iskan- 
darov issued an appeal to the 
Tajik people in which he told 
leaders of the groups that they 
had until Friday to “stop the 
fighting and bloodshed.” . 

“If they fail to do so they wifi 
be declared traitors to the nation. 
Force will be used against them 
— they will be forcibly disarmed 
and brought to justice,” TASS 
quoted the appeal as saying. 

Hundreds of people have died 
in months of dashes between 
s up porters and opponents of for- 
mer President Rakhmon 


Nabiyev, who resigned at gun- 
point two weeks ago. 

Neighbouring Central Asian 
states are nervously watching the 
conflict, aware they also face the' 
danger of ethnic unrest. 

Uzbekistan President Islam 
Karimov said in a television inter- 
view Sunday evening he. was wor- 
ried about ethnic Uzbeks in Ta- 
jikistan, who say some supporters 
of the new leadership are forcing 
them to flee their homes. 

“As long as I am leader of 
Uzbekistan, I will not allow a 
stand-off between Tajiks and 
Uzbeks,” said Mr. Karimov, ' a 
friend of Mr. Nabiyev. Both men 
are former republican Commun- 
ist Party heads. 


ANC: Government not committed to peace 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC) accused the government 
Monday of delaying agreements 
which could lead to the resump- 
tion of democracy talks, saying it 
cast doubt on Pretoria's commit- 
ment to peace. 

ANC spokeswoman Gill Mar- 
cus said negotiators were strug- 
gling to keep on track prepara- 
tions for a summit between ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela and refor- 
mist President F.W. De Klerk. 

“The government is stalling . 
They are refusng to get to grips 
with issues that need to be ironed 
out before the Mandela-De Klerk 
summit and negotiations as a 
whole,” she told Reuters. 

Mr. De Klerk invited Mr. Man- 
dela for talks after troops in the 


nominally independent homeland 
of Gskui killed 28 ANC demon- 
strators on Sept. 7. 

The ANC withdrew from mul- 
ti-party democracy negotiations 
in June, accusing the state of 
failing to curb township violence 
in which more than 13.000 blacks 
have died in the past eight years. 

“The key issues are: The re- 
lease of all political prisoners, 
the banning of dangerous 
weapons in public. The govern- 
ment has not moved on these 
issues. This is a serious indict- 
ment of the government’s com- 
mitment to peace,” Ms. Marcus 
added. 

But the govern m ent Sunday 
accused the ANC of resisting 
reasonable proposals on freedom 


Police say fatal Canadian 
mine blast was mur der 


VANCOUVER, British Col- 
umbia (R) — Police said Sunday 
they believe an underground ex- 
plosion that killed nine men at a 
strike-tom Arctic gold mine was a 
result of sabotage and they are 
considering the deaths as mur- 
ders. 

They said expioaves investiga- 
tors had determined sabotage at 
tire urine in Yellowknife was the 
cause of the blast which hap- 
pened Friday while the miners 
were being taken to the work face 
in a rail car. 

A Royal Canadian Mounted 
POtice (RCMP) spokesman said 
the explosion in a tunnel at the 
75Q-foot (250-metre) level of the 
mine came from the side of the 
rail trad; and not from within the 
car itself. 

“As a result of this information 
add the fact that the blast was 
■ deliberately set, the police are 
■treating this as a multiple mur- 
der,” Corporal Dave Grundy said 
in an interview. 

■Six explosives investigators 
from Ottawa and five major 
crimes specialists from Edmon- 


ton, Alberta, were looking, 
through the rubble, along with 
Northwest Territories govern- 
ment mine safety officials. 

Earlier Sunday, the union rep- 
resenting striking workers it die mine 
urged an independent inquiry 
into the explosion, saying the 
police were incapable of doing a 
fair job. 

The Canadian Association of 
Smelter and Allied Workers said 
the RCMP had been prejudiced 
against the union since 240 union 
workers went on strike on May 23 
in a labour dispute. 

The union said 110 of its mem- 
bers bad faced charges, ranging 
from mischief to arson, in the 
past four months. Only six com- 
pany employees had been 


“That goes to show the treat- 
ment we’ve been getting ... we 
want an independent, public in- 
quiry to find out exactly what 
happened here,” said union Vice- 
President Rick Cassidy. 

Yellowknife, a mining and gov- 
ernment centre, is the largest city 
in the Northwest Territories. 


Number of hungry in the 
world is falling — U.N. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Despite 
devastating famine in Somalia 
and the thrat of widespread food 
shortages throughout sub-Sahar- 
an Africa, the percentage of hun- 
gry. people in the world is falling 
steadily, the United Nations said' 
Sunday. 

. The U.N.’s Food and Apicul- 
ture Organisation (FAO) in a- 
new report said the number of 
hungry people in developing na- 
tions dropped by 155 million over, 
the past two decades — even 
though the world's population 
climbed by almost 2 billion. 

Twenty per cent of people in 
developing nations go to bed hun- 
gry today, compared to 36 per 
cent in the early 1960’s. But mat 
still leaves 786 million underfed 
people — including about 200 
mimon children who suffer from 
malnutrition. 

“Hunger and malnutrition are 
still the most devastating prob- 
lems facing the majority of the 
world’s poor. Adequate supplies 
of safe, good food must be avail-, 
able at prices people can afford,” 
FAO Director-General Edouard 1 
Saouma sakL 

The United States separately 
has said sub-Saharan nations with 
a total population of over 100 
million are threatened by 
drought-caused food shortages in, 
coming mouths. 

Civil war and food shortages in 
Somalia have led to acute famine 


in that nation, complicating relief 
efforts and leaving 1.5 million 
people in immediate danger of 
starving to death. 

The United Stales suspended 
relief efforts to the Somali city of 
Be let Hun Friday after a U.S. 
cargo plane was hit by ground 
fire. 

“There are cyclical problems. 
Ovfl strife in Somalia and Sudan 
have dried up food supplies. Our 
priority continues to be Africa, 
because they are the continent 
with the greatest problem,” said 
John Lupkn, director of FAO’s 
Food Policy and Nutrition Divi- 
sion. 

Better seeds, cropping techni- 
ques and government food poli- 
cies allowed farmers to keep pace 

with an 1.8 billion world popula- 
tion increase since 1961-63, the 
U.N. report said. 

Wheat production increased 
about 4 per cent a year in de- 
veloping nations, while rice out- 
put increased about 2 per cent — 
increasing supplies and towering 
prices. 

Average food availability rose 
from 2,290 calories per person 
per day in 1961-63 to 2,700 calor- 
ies in 1988-90. 

But a number of critical prob- 
lems remain, the U.N. said. 

About 2 biilioa people still lack 
key nutrients m their diet, which 
can lead to serious diseases and 
retardation. 


for political prisoners, a key 
stumbling block to democracy 
talks. 

“It was the ANC that was 
unresponsive to the reasonable 
call that all parties be treated on 
equal terms regarding the release 
of prisoners and tire handling of 
relevant offenders,” said a joint 
statement by Justice Minister 
Kobie Coetsec and chief nego- 
tiator Roelf Meyer. 

They rejected as inaccurate a 
newspaper report that Mr. Coet- 
sce had wrecked a deal paving the 
way for the summit. 

The Sunday Times said a deal 
brokered by Mr, Meyer and ANC 
Secretary-General Cyril 
Ramaphosa had been within an 
ace of approval by both sides 
Friday. 


Ships blaze, 
ho signs of 
life in 
Malacca 
Strait 

JAKARTA (R) — Twenty-nine 
crew members are missing after 
.Sunday’s collision between a con- 
tainer ship and a tanker in the 
Malacca Strait and the two ves- 
sels' remain engulfed in flames, an 
Indonesian official said Monday. 

The official of tire govern- 
ment's search and Rescue De- 
partment in western Indonesia's 
Medan town said the body of one 
crew member had been recovered 
and 16 others were rescued Sun- 
day from the ships after they 
collided shortly after midnight, 
about 10 nautical miles off In- 
donesia's Sumatra Island. 

- He said an Indonesian Navy, 
aircraft had overflown the acci- 
dent scene and reported the 
96,000-toime Uberian-registered 
Nagasaki Spirit and the 27,000- 
tonne Panamanian-registered 
container ship Ocean- Blessing 
were still ablaze. 

“The plane did not see any 
crew in the waters abound the 
ships," be added. 

An Indonesian naval officer 
said oil was gushing out of the 
side of the tanker. 

“We have seen an oil slick and 
fear it may pollute the Malacca 
Strait,” he said. 

The Indonesian navy plans to 
use three vessels to tow the tank- 
er to the north Sumatra port of 
Belawau. 

It rejected suggestions that pi- 
rates could have been involved in 
file collision. . 

“This is purely an accident 
between both of the ships and not 
caused by pirates,” the officer 
said. 

Jaffar Hassan, assistant shore 
officer in Malaysia's Maritime 
Rescue and Coordination Centre 
(MRCC), said Sunday that the 
tanker captain reported his vessel 
had been fired on. 

Robberies and violence by hit- 
and-run pirates on commercial 
vessels around Singapore, the 
world’s busiest port, have been 
reported with increasing frequen- 
cy in recent years. 

The Ocean Blessing had a crew 
of 21 — eight from Hong Kong, 

! one Malaysian, one Taiwanese 
and 11 ratings from China. 

The tanker bad a crew of 25. 

A U-S. embassy spokesman in 
Singapore said two Sea Kni£it 
helicopters from the U.S. Navy 
store ship Niagara Falls, carrying 
provisions for vessels from the 
Seventh Fleet, had given up the 
search which they mounted l*** 
night 


Convoy problem casts 
doubt on Sarajevo airlift 


SARAJEVO (R) — Two United 
Nations, convoys faded to get 
through at die weekend, casting 
fresh doubts on hopes of resum- 
ing the vital airlift to Sarajevo, 
sources dose fo the U.N. raid. 

They told Reuters a 10-truck 
convoy carrying supplies to 
Srebenka, a Muslim held town 
northeast of Sarajevo, had been 
turned back at checkpoints two 
days after setting out from the 
capital. 

A convoy to Sarajevo due to 
leave the Croatian port of Split 
Monday had also been cancelled, 
and a relief mission to Jajce, 
northwest of the Bosnian capital 
in Croat-held Herzegovina, was 
also in doubt, the sources added. 

Sarajevo itself was relatively 
quiet Mbnday morning, after 
heavy mortaring of the northern 
localities of Dolac and Pofalka 
before midnight. 

Bosnian Radio said the western 
suburbs of Stop and Nedarid, 
scenes of heavy fighting last week, ■ 
were also shelled. 

Elsewhere in the republic, the 
radio reported three Serb air 
attacks on Novi Travnik, 100 km 
northwest of Sarajevo and said 
four people had been killed and 
13 injured in shelling a‘ Gradacac 
in northern Bosnia. 

There was no confirmation and 
no new reports from the Serbian 
side. 

The difficulties encountered by 
the convoys came despite the 
weekend agreement by all sides 
in the conflict not to interfere 
with them. 

This was part of a deal bro- 
kered by U.N. High Commission- 
er for Refugees Sadako Ogata 
intended to restart the airlift of 
supplies to Sarajevo as soon as 
Tuesday and to boost the land 
routes before the winter makes 
movement difficult. 

A strengthened U.N. force is 
due to be deployed next month to 
protect the airport and the. land 
routes. 

Its members will be mandated 
to use force against any side 
which tries to prevent the aid ■ 
getting through. 

But Western governments are 


reluctant to become involved in 
Bosnia unless the assurances of 
cooperation from the Muslim- 
Croat government and their Serb 
foes bokL 

Mrs. Ogata admitted security 
was not satisfactory for the 
fjjghts, which earlier averaged 18 
a day carrying 200 tonnes, but 
said this was outweighed by the 
urgent need to build up supplies 
for Sarajevo with whiter now only 
weeks away. 

Monday brings the planned re- 
sumption of peace talks in Gene- 
va. The only apparent success 
there so far has been the leaders' 
agreement with the UNHCR. 

The Bosnian Serbs’ attitude is 
likely to have been hardened by 
the Security Council’s weekend 
recommendation to bar Yugosla- 
via, their chief ally. , MS 

Yugoslav Prime Minister MUiul 
P anic has flown to New. York 
hoping to address the U.N. 
General Assembly and head off 
the moves against Yugoslavia, 
which now consists only of Serbia 
and Montenegro. 

In an impassioned address to- 
his fellow Serbs before leaving 
Belgrade, Mr. Panic said his goal* 
were to end the U.N-imposed oil 
and trade embargo and return 
Yugoslavia to the world commun- 
ity. 

“It is dear to us that we cannot 
declare war against the whole 
world, but it is also dear to us 
that we must preserve oar nation- 
al dignity,” be said on television 
before leaving. 

But it was not dear whether 
Mr. Panic will be allowed to 
address the assembly. 

Leaders of Bosnia’s three war- 
ring parties, having achieved little 
visible progress at the peace con- 
ference in Geneva, said they 
planned to leave Monday, evening 
and let tower-level negotiators 
carry on the talks. 

Haris SOajdzic, foreign minis- 
ter of the Muslim-led government 
in the former Yugoslav Republic, 
was due to fly to the U.N. m New 
York, while Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic planned to leave after 
an afternoon session with interna- 
tional mediators. 


WORLD NEW5 IN BRIEF 


Estonia elections end in deadlock 

TALLINN, Estonia (R) — Estonia Monday was set for tough 
po l itical bar gaining to ‘ rhnnse its next leader after the firs 
-post-Soviet presidential elections ended in deadlock. Arnold 
R n tftrij the o u t goi ng president who steered Estonia’s successful 
drive for indepeadence froni Moscow, was the dear popular 
fa v ouri te in Sunday’s polls with 42.7 per cent of the vote, 
acoortfing to virtually complete official results. His main oppo- 
nent, Lennart Mcri, won 28.8 per cent of the popular vote. Mr. 
Routers failure to win a 50 per cent majority meant the 
presidency would be decided by a new parliament in which rightist 
parties favouring Mr. Men appeared to have won more seats than 
Mr. Rmitel’s leftist Safe Home Alliance. Prefiramary puiianien- 
tary results given by the election commission said Mx. Men s 
conservative Fatherland Allianc e finished first with 20.5 per cent 
of the vote, expected to give it 28 seats in the legislature. The S afe 
Home Alliance, which includes much of the former Communist 
pgftahlkfrnw-nf and a powerful lobby of industrial leaders, got 13.9 
per cent of the vote, or 18 seats. 

Vatican, Mexico restore ties 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — The Vatican and Mexico Monday 
re-established diplomatic relations broken by the Mexican gov- 
ernment more than 130 years ago. “For Mexico, as well as the 
Holy See, today begins a new chapter under the sign of mutual 
respect and trust,” said a Vatican announcement. President 
Carlos finHnag De Gortari has moved to improve relations with 
the church m the overwhelmingly Roman Catholic nation since he 
took office in 1988- In an historic audience with Pope J ohn P anl II 
at the Vatican last year, be said he hoped to restore formal ties. 
The Mexican gover nm ent broke all relations with the Vatican in 
1858, after President Benito Juarez nationalised the church’s huge 
property holdings- 

Russia to develop disputed Islands 

TOKYO (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin has decided to 
designate the Kurile chain, including four Japanese-claimed 
islands, a region for economic development open to overseas 
investment, a Japanese daily said Monday. The Asalrt Shimbun 
quoted Governor Valentin Fyodorov of the Sakhalin region, 
which administers the North Pacific islands, as saying Mr. Yeltsin 
would sign a decree paving the way for the area to be opened to 
foreign investors. “The president has agreed to sign a degree for 
the soda! and economic development of the Kuriles.” Mr. 
Fyodorov told Asahi in an Interview in Sakhalin Sunday. “This 
shows that the president regards (all) the Kurile Islands as 
Russian territory,” said the governor, who strongly opposes 
Japanese demands for the return of the islands it calls the 
Northern Territories. Japan has refused to offer Russia large- 
scale economic aid until it gets bade the islands seized by Soviet 
troops at file mid of World War IL 

Japanese troops arrive In Cambodia 

PHNOM PENH (AP) — The first Japanese ground troops since 
World War II to report overseas for duty have landed in 
Cambodia — proud but feeling the burden of their mission. The 
troops are to help the United Nations accomplish its most 
ambitious peacekeeping operation ever. As military observers, 
they are to help disa rm and demobilise Cambodia’s 170,000 
troops; establish and monitor border checkpoints; and monitor 
the fragile ceasefire. The operation is aimed at stabilising the 
country for elections by next May. “I feel a little Wt of pressure,” 
said Lt. Col. Yusnke Fukui, the most senior of the eight military 
observers to arrive. “But that pressure will be changed into pride. 
We wfll be able to accotnpfch our missi on.” 

Thailand’s King opens parliament 

BANGKOK^) — Thailand's King Bhtmpbol Atinlyadej opened 
a new parliament Monday, saying the people had expressed with 
their votes a desire to live under a democratic system. “This time, 
the people were oonsdous of the importance of exercising their 
right to vote and turned out to vote in big numbers to have good 
members of parliament to serve the country to create stability for 
the country and to govern the country according to the democratic 

r an as everyone wishes,” he said. Oman Leekpai, leader of 
Democrat Party, will be nominated for prime minister after 
the lower house elects a speaker Tuesday. Following general 
elections earlier this month, Mr. Chuan has put together a 
207-member coalition in the 360-seat House of Representatives. 
Most are from parties winch oppose the traditional domination of 
Thai politics tty the military. 

German extremists attack refugee homes 

BERLIN (AP) — Several hundred rightist extremists threw rocks 
and firebombs at police guarding a home .for refugees in the 
n orthern dty of Wismar, in the sixth straight night of riots there, 
authorities said Sunday. Police said attacks on homes for 
asylum-seekers were reported in a dozen other cities in eastern 
and western Germany over the weekend. In Senftenberg 100 
kilometres southeast of Berlin, 80 rightist radicals a tt ack ed the 
local police station with stones and firebombs late Saturday. 
Seven rioters were taken into custody. 

Fire In Brussels kills 8 

BRUSSELS (AP) — A fire swept through a stately home in 
central Brussels early Sunday, killing eight people in their sleep, 
inducting five children, officials said. The foe already raged out of 
control when the fire brigade arrived around 2.30 ajn. (0030 
GMT), m a king it impossible to enter the four-rtxny house and get 
the p eople out in time. When most of the fire had been 
extin gu i sh ed more than an hour later, firefighte r s found the eight 
victims, dead by asphyxiation, cm the bmkfing’s third floor. The 
cause of the fire was undo: investigation. 


Clinton sharpens attacks. Republicans on defensive 


WASHINGTON (R) — Demo- 
crat Bill Clinton Sunday un- 
leashed a fierce attack against 
President George Bush as a do- 
nothing leader, as rthe Republi- 
cans saw a kty weapon in their 
campaign arsenal, military ser- 
vice, starting to backfire. 


chance to go to Vietnam. I mean 
.that goes without saying,” Mr s 
Quayle said on NBC-TVs Meet 
The Press. 

Mr. Quayle said avokting milit- 
ary service is not the key issue, 
but whether candidates come 
dean about what they did during 


infamous “no new taxes” pledge 
to accuse Mr. Bush of betraying 
Americans and plunging them 
into an economic mess. 

■With six weeks to go before the 
Nov. 3 election, Mr- Clinton 
strode an aggressive tone in a 
speech to 3,000 loud boosters at 


experience in his favourite role of 
global -affairs by inviting world 
bankers and ministers to the 
White House Sunday. 

The leaders are gathered in 
Washington for top-level talks on 
the European currency crisis on 
the eve of the semi-annual Inter- 

an 


the National Guard was a virtual 
sure bet that he would avoid 1 
active service. j 

Fewer than one per cent of 
Guardsmen were sent to Viet-' 
nam, and only 97 were among the 
58,000 soldiers killed in Amer- 
ica’s most divisive war. 

“Obviously if you join the 
National Guard yootane less of a 


than honest and onsnited for the 
nation’s top office. 

But with Mr. Quayle facing 
similar charges, Mr. Qmton Sun-' 
day began to turn the credibility 
issue against die Republicans. 

Campaigning in the voter-rich 
industrial midwest, Mr. Gurton 
chose the very spot where Mr. 
Bush four years .ago made feds' 



Bush disavowing that the nation unity contmoesaiid they continue 


joMeg ratenrtagg-yearmgfaaad good firing for us,” Mr. Ctifctoir 
dauuing the. economy is growing told reporters before flying to 
even as the July unentptoyment Detroit for a campaign stop, 
rate diinbed to 7.8 per cent, ah But he expressed concrirnover 
ergbt-yrar high. what he called a “16 per cent 

It Ge orge Bush doesn’t aanss^he-board font on foreign' 
mweratawl the problem, how can automobile sales m£mope” amf 
be solve it,” says a voice in the a refinal, to- accept IXsT pair 

. . _ , ’ • exports made “under the flimsiest 

President Bush underscored his of pretexts.” 


Belgians win 
trans-Atlantic 
balloon race 

LONDON <R) — Two Belgians 
soared across the Portuguese 
coast Monday to vin tbt 
first-ever trans-Atiany balloon 
race, the organisers said Monday. 
A Dutch team’s hopes of 
forishmg second fell apart when 
bad weather forced them to seek 
help from a rescue team as hore. 
They said they planned to (fitch, 
info the sea whim help arrived. 

“We are pretty excited to be fizxt 
in the race. We are very thrilled 
and we drank everybody who 
made this happen.’ the 
organisers quoted Wim 
Verstraeten of the B elgi an team 
as saying after he crossed the 
Portuguese coast. As he and 
team-mate Bertrand Piccard 
looked for a safe landing spot in 
better light, the Dutch were 
awaiting the arrival of French 
coastal rescue vessels before 
ditching in the Bay of Biscay. 
Piccard and Verstraeten telexed 
race controllers in Rotterdam to 
confirm their victory at 0130 
GMT after 115 hours aloft on a 
journey of 2,580 miles (4,130 
km). The organisers said earfier 
that teams from Britain and the 
United States were lying third 
and fourth. A German team 
(Etched fo the Atlantic Saturday 
evening after being overtaken by 
bad weather and began running 
short of fuel. 

Robbery victim 
escapes with 
nothing but socks 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A man 
-forced at knifepoint to rive up his 
car and remove his clothes was 
left at an intersection Saturday 
wearing only his socks, police 
said. The man walked to a 
gasoline station, where he was 
given a plastic garbage bag to 
wear as he waited for police, said 
Sgt. Mike Soimtag. Sgt- Sonntag 
said the man was forced from lus 
car as he waited at a stop tight 
along a boulevard in the San 
Fernando Valley north of the 
city. Two men approached the 
car and one put a knife to the 
man’s neck, ordered him from 
the car and forced trim to remove 
his clo thing . The robbers then 
took, the clothing and drove away 
in the car. The man was driven 
hegge by potice. 


Woman exhumes 
husband’s body 
‘to enjoy the sun' 

KAMPALA (R) — A Ugandan 
woman exhumes her husband’s 
corpse and takes it home “to 
enjoy the sunshine” every morn- 
ing, the Star newspaper reported. 
The paper quoted her as saying 
her husband, buried a year ago, 
had appeared to her in a dream 
lamenting that it was chilly in the 
grave and requesting to be dug np 
for a “warming stint”. “Each day 
whenever the sun rises, the 
widow gets the corpse out to bask 
and returns it after a considerable 
period," the star reported. 


Cash-strapped town 
disbands police 
department 

CLARKSBURG, Mass. (AP) — 
This cash-strapped mountain 
town has disbanded its six-officer 
Police Department because oT a 
lack of money. “We’re out erf 
funds,” said town official Edward 
Denanlt. He said the tone police 
cruiser needs repairs mid the 
officers require tr ai n i ng that the 
town can’t afford. Since May, 
town residents have voted t h ree 
times to reject overrides of the 
state tax cap to help fund local 
schools and gove rnm ent depart- 
ments. The town’s police officers, 
unpaid for three months, finally 
resigned en masse in Jane bat 
returned * month later when a 
private donor gave $1,000 for 
their wages. Another $1,000 of 
town reserve money extended 
their service. But town (tffidab 
laid off the entire part-time de- 
partment Friday. 

' * 

Curiosity almost 
kills cat owner 

TAMPA, Florida (R) — If cats 
have nine lives, then Kyle 
Thompson now owes his pet one- 
The 16-year-old was in fair condi- 
tion Friday in hospital after hang 
shot in the back tty the friendly 
feline, who jumped onto bis bed, 
accidentally dis char g e d a gun 


Mn^.;. lt n,wnr» 


Deputies say Thompson 
used his -22-cafibre rme caring in 
th e day ..and removed ; the 
ammunition dip when be put in 
L Ofl h is bed. Unfortunately, he 
f^raot to extract the single faoBet 
'still m the gun’s chamber. As best 
f as au thorities dan figure, die cat 
jumped on fire bed and landed ou 
tte gnu, which discharged -die 
single bullet into the teenager’s 
lower back. 
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